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The Nature, Properties, and Laws of Motion of Fire difcovered 
and demonftrated, by Obfervations and Experiments. By Wil- 
_ liam Hillary, M.D. 8vo.. 2s. Davis and Reyihers. | 


INCE the eftablifhment of the Newtonian Philofophy, t 
it has been. the, conftant cuftom of phyfical Writers, of | 
a fecond-rate genius, to decry all attention to fyftems 
and hypothefes, as chimerical and ufelefs: experiment alone 
being, by them, held fufficient to direct us in the inveftigation 
of the feveral phenomena of Nature. 


That experiment is abfolutely neceflary to our affiftance, 
cannot be denied ; but, unlefs the genius and fagacity of the 
Obferyer, in direéting his enquiries, and drawing juft con- 


try in making experiments, we will venture to fay, he is full 1 
as likely to be miffed himfelf, and to miflead others, in the way | 
of analyfis, as thofe- who proceed in a fynthetical method ; 
-only. Yiset a | 


~The errors afifing from falfe concluftons drawn from ex- , 
periment, are alfo the rhore pernicious to fcience, as they are 
fuch as the Obferver will the more obftinately perfift in, on ‘ 
the miftaken-notion of his having experimental proof of what 
he maintains: whereas a certain diffidence generally attends 


Opinions founded’ on mere ratiocination. - The Hypothefifts 
~ Vou: XXII, B have 
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2 Hitiary on the Nature, 


have alfo this on their fide; that however falfe their fyftems 
may prove in the end, they fhew, for the moft part, fome 
marks of genius in their inventors ; while a farrago of undi- 
gefted experiments, however ufeful they may prove in the 
affiftance of others, ferves rather as a monument of induftry 
and application, than as any proof of ingenuity in the maker 
of them. 


Perhaps at this juncture, the farther improvement of Na- 
tural Philofophy requires rather a theoretical genius than a 
laborious obferver : forcertain itis, that we have more accu- 
rate experiments already made, than are reduced to any fyf- 
tem, or are to be eafily reconciled to each other. 


As there is no ftudy, however, more generally pleafing to 
individuals than that of Phyfics, fo there are no difcoveries 
more important and ufeful to Society, than thofe which are the 
objects of this fcience, and which are frequently the unlooked 
for, and cafual, effects of experimental enquiries. 


Every rational attempt, therefore, to inveftigate the phe- 
nomena of natural bodies, their properties, and laws of mo- 
tion, as it is an employment becoming both the Philofopher 
and the Citizen, fo it lays an indifputable claim to the grati- 
tude of the public. Its admiration and applaufe, indeed, if 
fuch attempts prove fuccefsful, the Phyfiologift will, fooner‘or 
later undoubtedly acquire; but, if it happen otherwife (and 
otherwife it often muft happen, in refearches of fo complex 
and intricate a nature) to what mortification is he too fre- 
quently fubiected, in return for his well-meant, but unfuc- 
cefsful endeavours ! 


In what degree Dr. Hillary, of whofe medical knowlege 
we lately exprefled a juft efteem, may meet with approba- 
tion, or applaufe, proportionable to the merit of his defign 
in the tract before us, we do not pretend to determine ;_ but, 
as the fubje& is particularly curious and interefting, the duty 
in which we conceive ourfelves bound to the public, calls 
upon us to fhew, how far he appears to us to have fucceeded 
in the execution of that defign. 


Weare told, in the introduction to this performance, that 
the Author’s motive and defign, in entering on his enquiries 
into the Nature and Properties of Fire, were to fupply what 
the celebrated Boerhaave left undifcovered, as to this fubjed. 
For that, although that learned Profeflor did difcover moft of 
its fubtle properties, yet he had not proceeded fo far as to 
eftablith its Laws of Motion. This, therefore, jnduced our 
Author 
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Properties, Sc. of Fire. 3 


Author to attempt a difcovery of thofe laws, and to endea- 
vour to eftablifh them as fuch. 


But, as he found, by experiments, that moft of the Pro- 
perties of Fire, and all its modes of moving and acting, 
were fo different from, and fome of them contrary to, the 
known Laws of Motion of all other matter, it often caufed 
him (not unreafonably) to doubt their beingtrue. And fee- 
ing farther, that the very name of new Laws of Motion, of 
any kind of matter, would probably be thought a fufficient 
reafon for rejecting them (efpecially as it is very generally 
fuppofed, that the Laws of Motion difcovered by Newton, 
are fufficient to account for the motions and actions of all 
material bodies) Dr. Hillary confefles himfelf to have been 
frequently difcouraged in his purfuit: but the ftill prevailing 
defire of obtaining farther information on this fubjeé, in- 
duced him to reaflume his experiments, till he had obtained a 
fatisfactory knowlege of its properties, and fingular modes of 
motion. 


After a very careful and attentive perufal, howevet, of the 
Doétor’s performance, we are ftill apt to be of opinion, that 
notwithftanding the principles of the Newtonian Philofophy 
may not fufficiently enable us to account for fome of the more 
occult properties of bodies, yet no material bodies whatever 
act contrary to the laws of motion he has eftablifhed and de- 
monftrated. But to come to particulars. —Our Author’s firft 
propofition is this, 


¢ Prop. I. Fire is a Being which exifts in all places, or in 
‘ every part of {pace in the whole univerfe.’ 


This propofition is thus attempted to be proved. £ That 
¢ Fire exifts, though often unperceived by any of our fenfes, 
‘ andinaconfiderable quantity too, in every part of this ter- 
‘ reftrial globe, even in the coldeft fubpolar regions whick 
© have been yet difcovered, and which men have been able 
‘ to endure, is evident from the following fimple experiment, 
‘ among feveral others: nay, the greateft and hotteft degree 
© of Fire may be inftantly collected out of the coldeft air, in 
© the coldeft regions, by the motion and attrition of one hard 
© body againft another. 


‘ The hotteft and greateft degree of Fire may be inftantly 
collected in Greenland, Spitfbergen, Iceland, or in Tar- 
tary, folely by the collition and attrition of a piece of flint 
againft a piece of fteel, which in a moment burns and melts 
the abraded particles of the flint and fteel into glafs; and 
yet the greateit and hottcit degree of Fire which human 
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4 HisLARy on the Natare, 


‘ art can make with the beft fewel, will not burn fuch fmalf 
‘ abraded parts of flint and fteel into glafs in fo fhort a {pace 
‘ of time. 


‘ Let that fpark of Fire fo colleéted, be put to a great 
¢ quantity of the beft and drieft fewel, in that cold place, 
‘ and a prodigious great quantity of Fire will foon be col- 
¢ lected, and will burn with a prodigious great force. 


‘ Here all this great quantity of Fire, which was thus foon 
© collected, exifted in a ftill ftate of equilibrium in the cir- 
‘.cumambient cold air, and in the adjacent earth and “ice 
‘ in that cold place, at that time, the fun being then below 
¢ the horizon, fo that no fire could be emitted from it, or be 
‘« colleéted from it then at that place. Neither was the fire 
¢ new created, for poor impotent man can create nothing ; 
« but was only collected by the motion and attrition of the 
« flint and fteel againit each other ; and was continually col- 
© leéted afterwards and increafed by the motion and attrition 
‘ of the conftituent particles of the fewel and the elements of 
© the fire upon and againft each other, which fo continued to 
¢ act upon each other, till the elementary parts of the fewel 
© were all confumed, and diffipated or carried off with the 
¢ fire, as itreturned into the air and earth again from whence 
© it came, and was reftored to its ftate of equilibrium and 
‘ reft as it was before, where it would always remain at reft, 
‘ if it was neither collected again by the motion of other bo- 
‘ dies, nor put in motion by the directing power of light from 
© the fun.’ 


In anfwer to this however, we may venture to affert, that 
the fire here fpoken of might be really created: for poor im- 
potent man can ftrike a light, and burn a pile of faggots, as 

_ well as play on the violin, or beat a drum: the found and 
fire thereby ereated being, both equally, the effects of his 
action ; and, perhaps the one juft as much a material Being 
as the other. By the one kind of aétion the parts of bodies 
are put into fuch a motion as to give the fenfation of heat 
and appearance of fire; and by the other into fuch a motion 
as gives the fenfation of found. 


If Fire alfo be a folid body, as our Author afferts, and is only 
colleéted in fucha cafe as the above, its deeree of heat fhould 

- neceflarily follow its quantity: but we fee a very {mall quan- 
tity of this fire capable of producing a more intenfe degree of 
heat than the largeft quantity of it otherwife difpofed. Perhaps, 
in fact, avery {mall quantity of any kind of matter, moving 
or ftriking againft any other quantity of it, with a propor- 
tionable 
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Properties, Efe, of Fire. 5 


tionable velocity, would generate fire, to any degree of heat ; 
tho’ we have no reafon to conclude the greateft quantity, of 
any kind or fpecies of it whatever, would produce that phe- 
nomenon, to the like intenfity of heat, if not fo put in mo- 
tion. Suppofing, therefore, ail that quantity of matter which 
our Author calls fire, and conceives to be colleéted in the 
above cafe, to have exifted in a ftate of reft before the colli- 
fion of the flint and fteel, it were, in our opinion, very im- 
proper to call it Fire, either before it was actually attracted, 
and put in motion, by that collifion, or after the fewel was 
confumed, and that matter returned (as our Author con- 
ceives) to its former ftate of reft*. 


Befides, if Fire be a bedy, and confifts of perfectly folid 
elements, how is it poffible for the fimple collifion of the flint 
and fteel to colle& fuch a quantity of it, as we muft {uppofe 
neceflary to occafion fuch an intenfe degree of heat, in fo 
{mall a fpace? and in fo fhort a time? And how comes it, 
that the accumulation of a much greater quantity did not 
produce a much greater degree of heat? Certainly the in- 
tenfity of heat followed the motion, and not the quantity 
even of this fuppofed fire. 


Again, if fire, at reft, be diffufed equably throughout all 
{fpace, and only appear to burn in any part of it, by its accu- 
mulation, it fhould follow, that in the {pace furrounding any 
collected body of fire, it fhould be colder than if fuch a body 
had not been collected; becaufe, in proportion to the quan- 
tity accumulated in one place, muft be the privation of it in 
others. And thus, notwithftanding the heat the planets re- 
ceive from the fun, they would, according to this fyftem, 
have been, on the whole, warmer had there been no fun 
at all. 


But, perkaps, it will be faid, that tho’ Fire is a real body, 
yet it does not give heat, unlefs put in motion. This, how- 
ever, is contrary to the tenour of our Author’s reafoning, 
who proves the exiftence of fire by its etfeéts; i.e. the heat 
of bodies. Now if, after conceiving the exiftence of fire as 
a body, we are ftill under the neceffity of fuppofing it muft 
be put in motion, before it produce the effeét by which its 
exiftence is known, have we not fufiicient reales to con- 
clude, agreeable to Sir [aac Newton’s opinion, that Fire is 
nothing more than the inteftine motion of the parts of heat- 


ed bodies? and that the intenfity of fuch heat is propor-’ 


B 3 tionable 


* Thus, it would be improper to call a piece of Charcoal Fire, 
hefore it were red-hot, or after it fhould be seduced to afhes, by 
burning ; 
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6 HitLary on the Nature, 


tionable to the velocity, dire¢tion, and other affections of 
fuch motion? 


We might farther afk alfo, by what means, and in what 
manner, this fuppofed accumulation of material fire is effeét- 
ed? Can the fimple collifion, or attrition, of two bodies in 
any direction, attract that Fire from every fide to the fpot ? 
or are they only attracted in one dire€tion? Infinite, indeed, 
are the objectiors that might be made to this fuppofition of 
Fire’s exifting as a phyfical Being in every part of the uni- 
verfe: we fhall proceed, therefore, to our Author’s fecond 
propofition. 


¢ Prop. I]. Pure Fire is a real body, and confifts of the 
‘ moft fimple, folid, hard, fmooth, and fmalleft ele- 


¢ mentary particles of all matter.’ 


In fupport of this aflertion, Dr. Hillary appears greatly to 
depend on the authority of Boerhaave: but, with due de- 
ference to the character of that celebrated Chemift, we dare 
affirm, that no experiment he ever made, fufficiently proves 
the truth of it. His fuppofition, that becayfe a red-hot 
fphere, fufpended in cold water, will diffufe its heat gradu- 
ally to every part of that water, in proportion to the diftance 
from its furface, is no proof at all of the corporeal extenfion 
of fire. For, let heat be fuppofed to arife from the inteftine 
motion of bodies, and fuch adiffufion of heat will appear the 
neceflary confequence of the action of the component parts 
of the fphere on thofe of the water, which latter will be put 
in motion by the former, and that in fuch proportion to their 
diftance, as perfeétly agrees with the experiment. 


Our Author’s reafoning, and experiments, to prove Fire a 
material body, are alfo as little conclufive. 


© Notwithftanding (fays he) that Fire is fuch an exceeding 
€ fubtile being; yet when it is enquired into, in a fuitable 
‘ and proper manner, it may be rendered fo perceptible and 
© evident to feveral of our fenfes, that it may be demonftrat- 
‘ ed to bea real corporeal fubftance, or body. 


burning ; altho’, in its ignited, glowing ftate, thereis, perhaps, no 
great impropriety in terming it fo: for tho’ a lighted coal be, as Sir 
Jfaac Newton fays, nothing but red hot wood, yet if the term Fire 
may be applied to any body, alighted coal may be called fuch, with 
as much propriety as any other. But, philofophically fpeaking, Fire 
¥s.neither the wood, the coal, nor the afhes; but that which reduces 
ghe firft gradually into the laft, and which we do not conceive to be 

itfelf a body, but a fpecies of motion to which bodie: are liable. — 


¢ Firft, 
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Properties, ce. of Fire. 9 


¢ Firft, Fire is fomething that is extended, and fills fome 
fpace, and may be moved from place to place ; and confe- 
quently may be meafured by geometrical lines ; and can act 
upon all other bodies with great power and force, and move 
with great velocity, &c. all which give us a true idea of 
what is called body; as the following experiments will 


more fully prove. 


¢ Colle& this pure Fire with a glafs globe, or an eleétrical 
machine, into a receiver, which is well lined or coated 
with a metallic fubftance, as in the ufual manner in fuch 
experiments; and let a wire of any metal be extended 
from near that receiver, to as great a diftance as you pleafe, 
then let another wire be returned from near the end of the 
firft wire, and fo place as many wires to pafs forwards and 
back again, as you pleafe; let thefe wires be fo placed that 
their ends may not touch, but come as near to each other 
as the one-fixth of aninch: then bring the end of the firft 
wire, by the means of the machine, as ufual in this expe- 
riment, to touch the receiver; and the fire which is col- 
le&ted in it, will inftantly pafs along through all the wires 
with great velocity, and will jump over the ends from one 
wire to another, and foon to and through all the wires ; 
and as it pafles or jumps over from one wire to another, it 
will give a vifible flafh of fire, and at the fame time make 
an audible noife or fnap: and if the wire 1s touched with 
the finger of a perfon not electrified, or who has alefs pro- 
portion of fire in his body, the fire will pafs from the wire 
into his body, and give him a fmart ftroke or fhock; fo 
that he will both fee, hear, and feel the fire a& upon his 
body or fenfes, as matter or body in motion acts upon us. 


‘ By this experiment, it evidently appears, that Fire is a 
real body, which was collected in a confiderable great quan- 
tity into a certain given or circumfcribed f{pace, which fpace 
it quitted, and vaffed on into another fpace, and fo fuccef- 
fively on to many other places, as matter or body in motion 
does; and confequently muft be a real fubftance: and 
that it is truly corporeal, is evident to ‘no lefs than three of 
our fenfes, (though this has been denied by fome perfons, 
who at the fame time have readily acquiefced in knowing 
that many other things are, which only are perceived by 
one of our fenfes) but this fire, whilft it is thus-in motion, 
may be clearly feen, diftinétly heard, and fenfibly felt, 
therefore it muft be fomething that is really corporeal, and 
acts on our fenfes and bodies as matter or body atts, 
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‘ Fire is not only thus demonftrated to be a body; but 
‘ we fhall make it appear to be a body compofed of the moft 
¢ fimple, folid, hard, fmooth, and the {malleft elementary 
* particles of all matter.’ 


For a reply to what Dr. Hillary here advances, refpecting 
the paflage of the electric fire, we may refer our Readers to 
an article in a former Review *, wherein we have fhewn that 
the tranfition of any corporeal fubftance, or effluvia, along 
the furface, or through the pores of the wire, in electrical 
experiments, is mercly imaginary. 


Our Author, indeed, fays, that it is evident to no lefs than 
three of our fenfes, that this fire is truly corporeal. But if 
it be corporeal, it muft have dimentions ; as length, breadth, 
and thicknefs. Are thele feen, heard, or felt? The light 
it gives, according to this Writer’s own fyftem, is not the 
fire itfelf; neither is the found it makes; nor doth the fen- 
fation, arifing from the fhock, at all refcmble that of the re- 
fiftance of folid bodies: fo that this fire does not act on our 
fenfes, and bodies, as other bodies do. Yet light, found, 
and the fudden pain occafioned by the fhock, are all that is 
feen, heard, and felt: neither of which, we will be bold 
to fay, are themfelves bodies, but merely phenomena, or the 
apparent efiects of the motion of bodies, 


The inteftine motion of the fluid contained in the receiver, 
is, doubtlefs, in the above experiment, propagated through 
the wires, and communicated from one to the other; nor 
need we wonder that it is done with fo much force and velo- 
city, if we reflect ona fimilar inftance in the cafe of found. 


It is well known, that found is communicated by, and 
propagated thro’, folid bodies, wjth a much greater velocity, 
and momentum, than thro’ the air, or other fluids: for, if 
the ear be placed clofe to one end of a long ftick, or piece of 
timber, while the leaft noife be occafioned by a feratch, or 
blow, againft the other, fuch noife will be very audibly heard ; 
altho’. by an ear placed at a lefs diftance from the end 
ftruck, if not applied to the timber, it would not be heard 
at all, 


Now Dr. Hillary may as well affert, from this experiment, 
that found is a material body, and aétually paffes thro’ the 
pores of the timber, as that the electric fire is corporeal, and 
pafles through the wire; becaufe, by affecting one end, it 


* See Reyiew, vol. XX. in the article of Livet on Eledricity, 
pase 299, fq. , 
neceflarily 
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neceflarily affects the other. It is, however, moft palpably 
demonftrable, that Sound is nothing but a vibratory motion’ 
in the grofler atmofphere: and, perhaps, fuch the eleétric 
fire is in the ethereal, or univerfal medium of bodies. We 
muft have, at leaft, more fatisfa&tory reafons than thofe of 
Boerhaave, or our Author, before we can fubfcribe to the 
opinion of Fire’s being a folid material body. 


On this fundamental propofition, however, depends almoft 
all that Dr. Hillary has advanced about the Laws of Motion, 
and Properties of Fire: a propofition that is, in fact, inva- 
lidated by every other in this treatife. 


In Propefition lV. we are told, that * Pure elementa 
fire penetrates, pervades, rarifies, and expands all other 
bodies in the univerfe, both folid and fluid, which fall un- 
der the obfervation of our fenfes. And that this power is 
peculiar to fire only, and to no other body that we yet 
know.’ 


an FR Ow 


To illuftrate this propofition, our Author makes the fol- 
lowing obfervation. 


‘ Take a fmall folid bar of iron three feet long, let it be 
exactly fitted to go into a cavity made in another bar of the 
fame metal, which is fomething longer than the firft, and. 
let that longer end be graduated into the tenths of an inch, 
Then place the firft bar oppofite to the fun till it is very 
warm, the other bar remaining in a cold place; then put” 
the warm bar into the cavity of the other bar, and you will 
find it fo much extended longer, that it will not go into the 
cavity into which it eafily went before. ‘Then ignite the 
firft bar red-hot, and place it again upon the cavity of the 
other bar, it being ftill cold, and the firft bar will be found 
to be near five tenths, or half an inch longer than it was 
when it was cold, 


Yn en ee ee 


‘ This extenfion of the iron is folely made by the body of 
the fire infinuating itfelf into the vacuities between the con- 
ftituent elementary particles of the iron, and fo rarifying, 
dilating, and expanding them further from each other than 
they were before, whereby it increafes the bulk of the iron, : 
and makes it fill a greater fpace than it did before; for it 


is evident, that no other body but fire is here added to the 
iron.’ 


; en ee ee re ee 2 2) 


It is, indeed, true, as every one knows, that heat expands 
metals ;.but as their weight is not thereby increafed, who 
can tell whether fuch expanfion be not owing rather‘to the’ 

+ enlarge- 





¥0 HitLary on the Nature, 
enlargement of the pores of fuch metals, than the infinuation 


. Of any foreign matter? At leaft, this we are certain of, 


that if any perfectly folid particles (fuch as the elementary 
enes of fire are fuppofed by our Author to be) fhould infi- 
nuate themfelves into the pores of fuch metallic bodies, thofe 
pores muft firft be big enough to admit them; and if fo, how 
can thofe particles increafe the bulk of fuch metals? It may 
be faid, perhaps, that they increafe that bulk in forcing their 
way into the pores. But whence can their force, fo to infi- 
nuate themfelves, arife, but from fome motion they muft be 
fuppofed to have been firft put into? And if, after all, we 
are reduced to the neceflity of fuppofing motion given to thefe 
fuppofed elements, why may we net attribute this expanfion, 
at once, to a motion, or increafe of motion, in the confti- 
tuent parts of thofe bodies themfelves? <A fuppofition much 
lefs liable to objections. 


In Propofition V. it is faid, ¢ Pure Fire ts a body without 
‘ gravity; and has no more tendency to any one part of 
© {pace than any other.’ 


Having already denied Fire to be a body, we can readil 
agree to its having no gravity: altho’ moft of thofe Philofo- 
phers who have taken the fame fide of the queftion with our 
Author, as to its being corporeal, have pretended to prove 
the truth of their opinion, by afferting it had weight. We 
fhall take leave, however, of our Phyfiologift’s Propojitions, 
with obferving only one error more, which he feems to have 
fallen into for want of fo intimate a knowlege of his fubjeé& 
as he flatters himfelf to have acquired. 


¢ Colleé&t the rays of the fun,’ fayshe, * with a large con- 
¢ cave fpeculum, as that of Villet, into its focus, and there 
< you will have the greateft and hotteft degree of fire human 
‘ art has yet been able to produce.’ Again, in another 
place he tells us, ¢ there would be, 7396 times more fire in 
* that focus thanin an equal fpace in the circumambient air, 
‘ heated by the fun at the fametime.’ In faét, however, the 
air in that focus would not be hotter than the circum- 
ambient air,- notwithitanding it be very true, that bricks and 
ftones placed therein, would be vitrified, or metals put in fu- 
fion ina moment. If our Author doubts of this, let him 
repeat the fimple experiments mentioned by the late ingenious 
Mr. Melvil*, and he will be convinced of it, 


* See Phyfical and Literary Effays, of the Edinburgh Society, 
vol. Il, page 23. 


But 
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But to come to our Author’s Laws of Motion. 


« Law I. Fire is attracted and colleéted by the motion and 
© attrition of all other bodies.’ 


Several inftances of Fire’s being the confequence of the 
motion and attrition of bodies, are brought as proofs of this 
law: but, as no mechanical account of the manner in which 
this attraction or colleétion is effected, what we have above 
faid may fuffice to render it juftly fufpected as a chimera, 


‘ Law II. The elementary particles of fire are in a con- 
‘ ftant ftate of repulfion to each other: and the nearer they 
* are brought to contact, the greater is their repulfive force 
‘ from each other.’ 


‘ This law,’ continues our Auther, * of Motion of Fire 
is alfo fo direétly contrary to the law of attraction, which al] 
other matter is endowed with, that we are yet acquainted 
with, that I muft defire my Readers to fufpend their judg- 
ment, till they have duly confidered the following experi- 
ments: from which, I[ hope, it will clearly appear, that 
{uch arepulfive power is fuperadded to, or does really exift 
in and between the elementary particles of all Fire, and 
acis ucon and repels them from each other, till the parts of 
the whole igneous mafs of fire is brought into a ftate of 
equilibrium and reft, if not prevented by the motion and 
action of other bodies, or by the directing power of Light 
emitted from the fun. And that this repulfive power in 
fire is alfo the antagonift, or counteracting power, to the 
law of attraétion which exifts in, or is fuperadded to the 
elementary particles of all other matter; and that if Fite 
had not been thus endowed with this wonderful repulfive 
power, no other created beirgs could exift in that ftate and 
condition in which we are, and fee them exift, without 
that power.’ 
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The experiments above hinted, duly confidered, ferve only 
to prove, that heated bodies have a repulfive power; but 
this is undoubtedly the effe& of their inteftine motion: for, 
flow is it poffible, that folid bodi@s fhould have any power of 
repulfion without being moved? Our Author, indeed, re- 
prefents the fimple, folid, hard, elementary particles of Fire, 
as pofleffed of an innate and effential power of repulfion, 


But this is an apparent impoffibility. It had been confiftent’ 


to have attributed a paflive capacity of refiftance to them, as 
being hard and impenetrable ; but a power of repulfion in a 
body apparently at reft, muft in itfelf prove fuch body to be 
no a's folid, To fay that the caufe of this repulfive power 
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is unknown, and that all that we can fay of it is, Sze voluit, 
et fic juffit Deus, is, in truth, to fay nothing at all to the 
purpofe. 


< Law III. Fire is put in motion in parallel right lines by 
‘ light emitted from the fun, and caufed to move with force, 
‘ and produce heat and more light.’ 


By what means fire comes to be moved by light in parallel 
right lines, we do not readily conceive: for light itfelf, we 
imagine, does not move in fuch lines from the fun. But, 
perhaps, ‘Dr. Hillary only means in lines nearly parallel. 


Having laid down and illuftrated the foregoing propofitions, 
and eftablifhed the above laws, our Author proceeds next to 
thew, that Newton and others have been miftaken, in think- 
ing the fun emitted fire from its body to the planets ; and that 
Fire and Light are the fame beings. ‘ Hence,’ continues 
he, © Sir Ifaac was induced to fure add a third fubtile being, 
‘ which he calls /Ether, and which, [ humbly apprehend, is 
< only pure Fire.’ Now we humbly apprehend, that how- 
ever Sir Ifaac Newton might be miftaken in fuppofing (if he 
really did fuppofe it) that light and fire were material particles 
emitted from the fun, yet we believe he was perfeétly in the 
right, in fuppofing fire and light were very nearly allied ; 
and alfo in conceiving the exiftence of an 7Ether ; which. 
we imagine, to be fo far from being in itfelf pure fire, that 
we conceive both light and fire to be only different fpecies of 
motion, propagated ; among the parts of fuch an etherial me- 
dium: which parts, as they pervade all bodies, fo, when 
violently agitated, do put fuch bodies into a burning ftate, 
and are productive of, what is commonly called, culinary 
Fire. 

We will not, however, entirely fuperfede our Author’s ar- 
guments on this point ;° but give our ‘Readers an opportunity 
to judge of their validity. 


¢ Light alone,’ fays he, * never produces any degree of 
‘ fenfation of heat.’ This he attempts to prove by the fol- 
lowing experiment. 


‘ Firft, It is evident, and univerfally acknowleged, that 
¢ the Moon is a body which has no Light but what it receives 
* from the Sun. 


¢ Then let us place a concave fpeculum, as that of Villet’s, 
(with which the experiment has been made) oppofite to 
the moon when fhe is at the full, in a ferene cold night, 


and the Light which the moon receives from the fun will 
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be reflected from it upon the fpeculum, and from thence 
into its focus, where a moft refplendent and refulgent Light, 
will be feen, almoft equal to that received and reflected by. 
the fame fpeculum from the fun, only a little paler: then 
place a thermometer, which is eafily moved by the leaft de- 
gree of heat or fire, as that of Drebbellius, in that reful- 
gent focus, and we {hall find that the air in the thermome- 
ter will not be the leaft expanded or moved; and fhews 
that there is no more fire in that focus than there was be- 
fore the refplendent light was collected there, or was then 
in the circumambient air, though fo great a quantity of 
light was in that focus at the fame time. ‘This experiment 
demonftrates that a great quantity of very bright refulgent 
light may be collected, and can exift alone in a given fpace, 
without any addition of heat, or any increafe of the quan- 
tity of fire. It alfo fhews, that this light, which comes 
from the fun, is, when thus reflected from the moon, fo 
changed in its power of acting on fire, that it has totally 
loft its power of putting the pre-exifting fre in motion if 
parallel right lines, and producing heat. ‘The fame expe- 
riment being made, though with a much lefs fpeculum, 
within the torrid zone; where fo great a quantity of fire 
exifted in the common air, where the experiment was 
made, that it caufed the mercury in Fahrenheit’s thermo- 
meter to rife as high as 80 degrees; yet the reflected light 
from the moon, which was fo refulgent in the focus of that 
glafs fpeculum, did not in the leaft act on that pre-exifting 
fire, fo as to put its particles in motion, nor produce the 
leaft increafe of fire or heat. Hence it is evident, that as 
this great light, neither aéts as fire, nor produces the fame 
effects which fire does, it confequently is not fire.’ 
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We muft here take the liberty to obferve, that the different 
quantities of light pafling thro’ the focus, when the fpeculum 
is applied to the fun and to the moon, cannot be eftimated by 
any refulgency: and the reafon why moon-light does not heat 
and burn, is certainly its want of denfity or momentum. 


There is this difference only, in our opinion, between light 
and fire: the former isthe very fwift, regular, vibratory mo- 
tion of a very fmall quantity of matter; and the latter an 
equally fwift, irregular motion of a larger quantity; or a 
fwifter of an equal quantity of the fame matter: which mat- 
ter is alfo homogeneous to that of which every other body ‘in 
nature is compoied. Fire and Light differ, therefore, princi- 
pally as motions only of different samenta. The momentum 
of afingleray, orafewrays, of light, thus, do not produce 
the 
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the fenfation of heat; but the momenta of feveral united, 
conftitute fire. Therays of the fun naturally falling on the 
fuperficies of bodies, in like manner, give them only reful- 
gence and colour; but, artificially collected into a focus, by 
which the momenta of many, fall ona finaller fpace ; the parts 
of the body on which they fall, yield to the greater force, and 
take fire. Butif there be no opake, or refifting body in the 
focus, no heat or burning, as we have already obferved, 
enfues. 


With refpe&, therefore, toour Author’s queries which are 
fubjoined to this performance, we fhall be excufed in pafling 
them entirely over, as, for the reafons already given, many 
of them are futile, and admit of no anfwer. Many others 
of them, alfo, we will venture to fay, our Author himfelf 
may, on the principles we have hinted at, very eafily refolve. 


K-n-k 





MA Series of Difcourfes onthe Principles and Evidences of natural 
Religion and the Chriftian Revelation. And on fome proper 


praéiical Subjects. By Samuel Bourn. 8vo. 2 vols. 125. 
bound. Griffiths. 


S° CH Readers as have a tafte for religious enquiries, of 
a_) all others the moft agreeable to every well-difpofed mind, 
will find in thefe Difcourfes a rich fund of rational entertain- 
ment. ‘The great principles of natural and revealed Religion 
are explained and illuftrated in them, with much perfpicuity 
and ftrength of reafoning ; and the principal objections that 
have been urged againft them, anfwered in a very folid and 
fatisfactory manner: and what will give peculiar pleafure to 
every judicious Reader, there is not the leaft trace of a bigot- 
ted attachment to party-notions throughout the whole work ; 
no contending for the diftinguifhing tenets of any fect or de- 
nomination of Chriftians ; but a candid, liberal, and ingenu- 
ous fpirit breathes through the whole. Where the Author 
differs from commonly received opinions, he gives his reafons 
with modefty ; and appears, indeed, to have no other view in 
his Difcourfes, but to difcover truth, and to recommend it. 
We fhall give a fhort view of what is contained inthem, af- 
ter inferting the Advertifement that is prefixed, which is as 
follows. 


* It is taken for granted, in the following Difcourfes, that 
« the Writers of the New Teftament always mean, by the 
© term Avasacsé, or relurrection, a reftoration to life; or 
© that 













ad 











el el a x 





na 7 ww “A na A Kaw ae 


a wna wean @ 


vr a rhthmhUhUCchOrFrmhUClCc Fh UFmhUhF O&O OH KF H 


b 





Bourn’s Difcourfes. 15 


that operation or event, by which the perfon who dies pafl- 
eth from death to life, or from a ftate of inaction and in- 
fenfibility, to a ftate of action and enjoyment; without 
any reference to what becomes of the body. ‘The reafons 
are as follow. 


© (1.) If weunderftand the word refurrection, as denoting 
fimply a reftoration to life; the language of the New Tef- 
tament on this fubject is perfectly intelligible and uniform: 
—but is ambiguous, if not unintelligible, if we under 
ftand that word, as having a reference to the body.—This 
reafon will appear to thofe whe carefully examine and come 
pare the feveral paflages. ; 


‘ (2.) There is no fuch expreffion to be found in any of 
the Writers of the New Teftament, as a Re/urreétion of the 
body, or of the flefo: and it is very unaccountable that 
they fhould never ufe fuch an expreffion, if fuch was their 
meaning. 


© (3.) The Apoftle declares, that fle/b and blood cannot in= 
herit the kingdomof GOD; neither doth corruption inherit in- 
corruption. But if there fhall be a refurrection of the 
body; and the fpiritual incorruptible bodies of men in thé 
future ftate fhall be compofed of the fame materials as theft 
mortal bodies ;—then flesh and blood may be faid to snberit 
the kingdom of God, tho’ differently modified, and corruption 


is made heir to incorruption. 


‘ (4.) The Apoftle’s enumerating the -diffefent. bodies in 
the vifible creation, 1 Cor. xv. is foreign to his purpofe, ¥ 
he meant to illuftrate a refurrection of the body: he ought 
rather to have pointed out to our obfervation the changes 
and transformations which the fame bodies undergo. But 
if hemeant to fhew, that the divine power may inveftmen 
in a future ftate with other bodies of a different kind, in 
exchange for thefe animal bodies; then his enumeration is 
directly to the purpofe: he leads us to a view of the vifible 
creation, which ferves to elucidate his fubje&t; and he adds 
with propriety, There is an animal body, and there is a fpiritual 
body, i.e. abody of a kind totally different from the other. 


‘ (5.) The fame Apoftle exprefly guards us againft the 
grois notion of a refurrection of the body, in the very place 
where he ufes the comparifon of plants rifing from the feed : 
—Tihou fool, that which thou fowe/t, is not that body whith 
§ foal! be; but God giveth it a beady as it hath pleafed him. 


* (6.) 
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¢ (6.) The Apoftle affigns to the prefent and the future 
body, not only different, but contrary qualities: one is 
corruptible, and the other incorruptible; one animal, the 
other fpiritual. As far, therefore, as we can determine 
from the properties afligned, they cannot be the fame body. 


‘ (7.) Our Saviour produces an argument (Luke xx. 37.) 
to prove the refurrection, in oppefition to the Sadducees 
who denied it, which is utterly inconclufive, and nothing 
to the purpofe, if they meant by that term a refurrection of 
the body. And therefore, the term there muft neceflarily 
be underftood, in the fimple and general fenfe, of a per- 
fon’s being raifed to life, or toa future ftate. 


¢ (8.) From the vulgar notion of a refurrection of the 
body, it has been inferred, That there are two future ftates, 
one prior, and the other fubfequent to that refurrection ; 
and that the fouls of good men {hall enjoy a ftate of glory 
and happinefs prior to that event, and then fhall receive an 
addition of glory and happinefs by their reunion with the 
body. But the New Teftament fays not a word of any 
fuch addition at the refurrection, or of any life or happinefs 
priortoit ; and {peaks but of one refurrection, and one fu- 
ture ftate. From which it may be prefumed, that the fuppo- 
fition of a refurrection of the body, as well as thefe infer- 
ences drawn from it, are founded merely in human ima- 
gination. 


‘ (9.) By fuppofing a refurrection of the body, we need- 
lefsly involve the doétrine of the New Teftament, con- 
cerning a refurrection and a future ftate, in difficulties and 
objections ; arifing from the perpetual change of the mate- 
rials of which our prefent bodies confift, and their being 
incorporated with other bodies, and from other confidera- 
tions. 


* (10.) By conftantly taking the word Refurrection in the 
plain and general fenfe, of men’s being raifed from death 
to the poffleffion and enjoyment of another life; we fhall 
preferve the fimplicity of the Gofpel, and fhall find its doc- 


‘trine, as well as language, moft intelligible and rational. 


© At death men apparently fink into a ftate of inactivity 
and infenfibility. To this ftate every perfon is reduced at 
the moment of death; and many perfons for fome time be- 
fore they are certainly knownto bedead. ‘This is the plain, 
fimple, primary notion of death, and the ftate of the dead: 
viz. A ceffation of life. Life confifis in a€tivity, fenfibi- 
lity, and the ufe of certain powers ox faculties, all which 
* may 
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may be either increafed or diminifhed. By difeafes or old 
age they are gradually diminifhed, ’till at the moment of 
death they intirely ceafe, and life is ended. ‘The queftion 
then occurs, Whether after men die, they fhall be raifed 
from the dead? i.e. whether they fhall be raited from that 
ftate of inaction and infenfibility, to which they are re- 
duced at the moment of death, to a ftate of activity, and 
to the ufe of the fame, or any other fenfes, powers, or 
faculties ?—If they fhall at any time afterward be fo raifed ; 
then there is a refurrection of the dead, and a future ftate. 
And it may with equal propriety be termed a refurrection ; 
whether they are reftored to life immediately after the mo- 
ment of death ; or whether they remain for a period of time 
in a ftate of death, i. e. a ftate of infenfibility, or as the 
New Teftament-writers elegantly term it, /leep, which is 
the neareft image or refemblance of the ftate of the dead. 


‘ It is by departing from this fimplicity of natural ideas, 
and by intermixing many additional and metaphyfical fpe- 
culations and diftinétions, that men have confounded the 
Gofpel-do€trine of a refurrection, and have ftrangely ap- 
propriated that term to the Body, inftead of applying it to the 
Man, or the living, thinking, acting principle in the 
body.’ 


We now come to the Difcourfes themfelves; in the four 


firft of which are confidered the apparent intentions of Dr- 
VINE Wispom in the conftitution of the world, and of hu- 
man nature, together with their confiftency and conneétion. 
Infinite power, knowledge, and goodnefs, Mr. Bourn ob- 
ferves, may be confidered as comprehending all the perfec- 
tions of God, fo far as we are able to conceive of his na- 
ture. His wifdom, then, we are told, is not to be defined 
as a diftiné attribute; but as confifting in the applica- 
tion of his infallible knowledge, and almighty power, in 
obtaining the purpofes of his goodnefs: it implies his defign 
in all his operations, and his employing the fitteft means in 
order to the beft ends: —T he Author thus proceeds : 
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‘ As to the /upreme and ultimate end, which the All-wife 
Creator and Ruler hath in view, in the infinite and eter- 
nal fcheme of his creation and providence ;- it is moft ra- 
tional in itfelf, moft honourable to God, and moft agree- 
able to the natural fenfe of every good mind, to believe 
that this end can be no other than the greateft good or 
happinefs of the univerfe in general. But this being fo im- 
meafurable an object of our view, infinitely exceeding our 
Rev. Jan. 1760. C * utmoft 
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utmoft ftretch of capacity to conceive of in an adequate 
manner ; we are but very incompetent judges, what things, 
or what order and conftitution of things, may be moft 
conducive or requifite to that end. 


‘ In the works of any human agent, the greater the de- 
fign, and the deeper the fkill of the operator, the more 
dificult it becomes for us to judge aright of the feveral 
parts or means, or to comprehend the whole, though the 
whole be laid before us; and we are often ready to ima- 
ine an error in thofe very parts, where, if we underftood 
the whole, the greateft excellence of defign would appear : 
how much more, in the operations of an infinite mind, 
whofe thoughts and ways are above thofe of men, as the 
heaven is above the carth ? How much more incapable muft 
we necefiarily be, of eftimating the fitnefs of things and 
events? How much more liable to judge erroneoufly, 
where all that we fee, or can difcern, is fo minute a part 
of an infinite whole ?—T hat there are numberlefs fyftems 
of rational beings fuperior to, or different from, the fyftem 
of mankind, is what philofophy and revelation concur in 
inducing us to believe ; the one by the difcoveries made of 
the material, the other by the intelligences given us of 
the intellectual creation. What connexion the order and 
conftitution of things on earth have with thofe other 
fyftems, we cannot comprehend ; but neither philofophy 
nor revelation leads us to imagine, that the human race is 
a detached and independent part of the creation, having 
no relation to other rational beings. 


‘ This may fuffice to convince us, how unable we are to 
judge adequately of the divine works; and to fhew us, 
whence it comes to pafs, that many things in the creation 
and order of Divine Providence, appear, as they neceflari- 
ly muft, to our narrow minds, imperfeét, inconvenient, 
or evil; becaufe we cannot poflibly know the connexions 
and dependencies fubfifting between one part and another 
throughout the univerfe. Many partial evils may be feen 
and felt, which we may, and ought to refolve, by a ra- 
tional faith, into the unfearchable wifdom of God: either 
as being conducive, though we cannot difcern how, to 
the univerfal good; or as neceflarily refulting from thofe 


fixed laws and conftitutions, which are requifite to that 
end. 


¢ And indeed, if it were not fo, if nothing appeared un- 
accountable’in the creation; where would be the exercife 
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of our faith? Where the virtue and. excellence of that 
truf? in the wifdom and goodnefs of Gop, which the holy 
Jeriptures juftly reprefent, as the nobleft principle of action 
in the human mind ?——The excellency of this faith con- 
fifteth, not indeed in believing contrary to, or without evi- 
dence, but in being fully perfuaded by thofe evidences 
which appear in nature, that all things are direéted and 
governed by the perfect wifdom and goodnefs of a Sove- 
reign Mind ; and in adhering to, and acting upon this per- 
fuafion, notwithftanding the many difficult appearances, 
and feeming imperfections in the formation of things, and 
the conduét of Providence; notwithftanding all the par- 
tial diforders and evils, which, by divine permiffion, take 
place in the world. 


‘ That it is reafonable for us to aét on this principle, with 
refpec&t to the councils and ways of Gop, is evident be- 
yond contradi&tion, from that general ftate of fociety, in 
which we think it right to behave in the like manner, 
with refpect to the defigns and aétions of men. For, if 
the welfare of a nation be fo great an object of view, that 
few perfons are competent judges of the means moft con- 
ducive to that end; and if, on this account, it is redfon- 
able in fubjeéts, to fubmit to, and confide in, the direction 
of their governors, upon a general prefumption, and with- 
out any infallible proofs of their wifdom and integrity, and 
though the fitnefs of their meafures is not always appa- 
rent; if it is reafonable to put fo .auch confidence in hu- 
man governors, of whofe capacity and good intentions we 
have had little or no experience ; how much more reafon- 
able is it to have faith and confidence in Gop, when we 
have fo various evidence, and conftant experience, of the 
wifdom of his works, and the goodnefs of his intentions ; 
when, at the fame time, we are fo unable cither to com- 
prehend that infinite object, the univerfal good, which is 
the fupreme end of all his defigns, or to determine what 
means are moft conducive to it; when, notwithftanding 
the unfathomable depth of his counfels, and the immente 
extent of his defigns, notwithftanding the littlenefs of that 
portion of his works and ways which is fubjeé to our in- 
{fpection, and the narrownefs of the human mind, and in- 
capacity to judge adequately of that little part; yet there 
occur to our obfervation more, clearer, and ftronger evi- 
dences of the wifdom of Gop in his vifible works, and 
with refpect to mankind, as employing fit means to anfwer 
good ends, than the fubjects of any human government 
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© have, or can have, of the wifdom of the ableft and beft of 
© eovernors, or than any particular perfon hath, or can have, 
* of the wifdom of any other perfon or agent whatfoever. 


‘ In proof of this, we fhall proceed to confider the infe- 
rior, intermediate, and fubordinate ends, which the wifdom 
of God appears to have in view, in the formation of this 
world, and the order and procefs of things in it. Our 
knowledge of the rectitude and goodnefs of ta ends, 
which are manifeftly zntended and anfwered, at pretent, by 
the order of things in this world, is the foundation on 
which we muft build our judgment and belief of the /xu- 
preme intention of the Almighty in all his operations and 
appointments.’ 


La 
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Now the ends which the wifdom of God appears to have 
in view in the conftitution of this world, and the things in 
it, we are told, are thefe following : firft, the produc- 
tion and prefervation of life; fecondly, the pleafure of his 
creatures in the enjoyment of life; thirdly, their acquifition 
of knowledge; and, laftly, their attainment of virtue and 
religion. ‘Thefe Mr. Bourn confiders, firft, feparately, and 
then, in connexion with, and fubferviency to each other ; 
and what he fays upon the fubject, well deferves the atten- 
tive perufal of every ferious enquirer: it will tend greatly to 
eftablifh in his mind juft and comfortable fentiments of the 
divine charaéter and government, and lay the moft folid foun- 
dation for a fpirit of rational piety and devotion. 


In the fifth and fixth difcourfes he confiders the order and 
beauty of the vifible creation, and obferves, that the world is 
not a compofition of disjointed and incoherent materials, or 
of parts that bear no proportion or relation to each other, 
but a regular and perfect fyftem ; that the whole earth, ‘is 
to be confidered in this view, as one work, or one creature of 
almighty power, probably, amidft numberlefs others of the 
fame kind, to which it may ftand related in a manner un- 
known tous. As every living creature on earth has a re- 
Jation to its own kind, and to the whole earth; yet is at the 
fame time compofed of parts, which have a mutual connec- 
tion with, and fubfervience to each other, whereby it be- 
comes one diftin&t and compleat animal; fo the earth itfelf, 
it is obferved, may havea relation to other worlds, but is at 
ahe fame time a feperate and entire fyftem in itfelf, with re- 
{pect to its conftituent parts and movements, which are all 
made in fubfervience to the conftitution and defign of the 
whole. 





We 






































QO 


BRE OP O° 















































OTT 


Bourn’s Difcourfes. 2t 


We fhould endeavour, therefore, to take fuch views of 
nature, as to be able to contemplate, in fome degree, the 
grandeur and beauty of this magnificent production of divine 
wifdom; and to difcern the exact proportions, the mutual 
correfpondencies, the various counterpoifes, the regular ar- 
rangements, and harmonious movements of the feveral parts ; 
that ‘by fuch views our minds may be enlarged, and our hearts 
excited, to a more intelligent and more devout admiration 
of the adorable Creator. 


In handling this part of his fubject, our Author felects 
fuch reprefentations, or views of the world in general, as 
are moft proper to ftrike our minds with a clear idea, and 
deep perfuafion, of the forming and difpofing wifdom of the 
all-powerful maker. If we withdraw our minds, he fays, 
from the paffions and accidents of mortal life, and for a mo- 
ment endeavour to place ourfelves as /pectators of the vaft 
{cene of nature, and the eftablifhed conftitution and opera- 
tions of the world, the following appearances will natural] 
attract our obfervation. The grandeur and fimplicity of 
the works of God; the uniformity and variety; the perpe- 
tual circulations ; the due proportions ; the equal balances ; 
the multiplicity of effects produced by one and the fame 
caufe ; and the combination of a multitude of caufes to the 
fame effe&t. Thefe, he briefly explains and illuftrates with 
great perfpicuity, and proceeds, in his feventh difcourfe, to 
confider the evidences which prove the moral government, 
and rewarding ju/tice of God, in the prefent ftate of man- 
kind. 


In attempting to lay down fuch a theory, as fhall recon- 
cile all the events of life with a righteous providence, and 
vindicate the ways of God to Man; _ he obferves, firft, that 
the general laws and conftitution of nature imply the ju/fice, 
no lefs than the qwifdom of God; fecondly, that in confe- 
quence hereof, certain meafures of divine juftice, are in con- 
tinual execution; thirdly, that thofe meafures are more extenfive 
than men generally apprehend or believe; fourthly, that the 
particular inftances, which appear to the contrary, are only 
exceptions to the general order of things; and fifthly, that the 
Go/pel-revelation is abundantly fufficient, to give entire fatif- 
faction to good men, to fupport them under every fuffering, 
and to raife virtue to the higheft excellence and ftability. 





In order to illuftrate the fecond of thefe obfervations, hz 
collects fome of thofe fymptoms in nature, which moft clcar- 
ly fhew the divine intention to prevent, reftrain, corres, and 
punifh vise, as well as to promote virtue; and which may 
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eftablifh our belief in him as a moral Governor, and confe- 
quently incite us to obey his righteous will.——‘ The /udor- 
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© dinations of human fociety ({ays he) are appointed by the 


author of nature for the purpofes of his governing juftice.— 
Civil government is exprefly denominated in Scripture, the or- 
dinance of GOD, for the punifhment of evil doers, as well as 
the proteciion of them that do weil: it is therefore to be con- 
fidered as one mean or inftrument, among many others, 
which the wifdom of Gop hath provided for the execution 
of his jufiice. And tho’ there is neceflarily much imper- 
fection, and fometimes much abuie, in the adminiftration 
of this divine inftitution, decaufe it is adminiftred by frail 
men; yet it is certain, that the general operation and na- 
tural tendency of it, is to reftrain and punifh the wicked- 
nefs of men, to fupport order and encourage virtue. For 
as the Pfalmift fays, if the foundations be deftroyed, if go- 
vernment which is the foundation of fociety be overturned, 
what Jhall the righteous do ?—There would then be no pro- 
tection for innocence, no peace or fafety for virtuous men, 
The punifhment of malefaétors in fociety, and the awe of 
human authority, is a general effec? in nature, which dif- 
covers a moral and judicial intention in the Almighty Maker, 
who hath fitted and defigned mankind for fuch a ftate.— 
Domeftic Government is alfo an inftitution of nature for the 
reftraint and correction of evil actions, as well as inftruc- 
tion and encouragement in virtue. And how weakly fo- 
ever that moft important office is fometimes difcharged ; 
the defign of creative wifdom in appointing it, to anfwer 
the ends of a juft government in the whole, is too evident 
toadmit of any doubt. Parents bear as it were a vicege- 
rent-authority over their offspring, delegated to them by na- 
ture from the Supreme Gevernor of the world; of whofe 
univerfal government over all his rational creatures, the 
beft notion we are able to conceive, is under the paternal 
image and character. We find our Saviour explaining to 
his difciples the nature of the kingdom of GOD, or of his 
moral government over mankind, by allufions to the au- 
thority of a Prince over his fubjects, of a Ma/fer over his 
fervants, and chiefly of a Father over his children: The 
Father, is the title conftantly afcribed to Gop in the New 
Teffament, and with a particular emphafis as charadterizing 


the meafures of his governing ju/fice and clemency towards 
mankind, | 


* We may farther trace the footfteps of divine juftice, 
in the natural re/entments of mankind againit the perpetra- 
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tors of wicked aétions ; who thereby expofe themfelves to. 


a general indignation or contempt: for the pafhions and 
affections of men, even of vitious men, naturally rife in 
favour of virtue and deteftation of vice in others. And 
this is a confiderable provifion in nature, for the reftraint 
and punifhment of the one, and the encouragement of the 
other. For however wicked men may avoid the penalties of 
human laws, or be unaccountable to human authority ; yet 
they find themfelves /saded with public difgrace and reproach, 
or at leaft, feel the lofs of that reputation, efteem, and good- 
will, which they naturally defire from their fellow-creatures. 


¢ There is an order alfo, in the conftitution of the human 
body, for the punifhment of fome vices. As thofe crimes 
which are moft injurious to fociety are generally punifhed, 
by the public refentments of that fociety which they in- 
jure; fo thofe vices that are of a perfonal nature find their 
own punifhment nearer home. It is almoft impoffible to 
perfift in any bodily excefles, without fuffering the penal- 
ties naturally annexed to them in the frame of the human 


body; difeafes, and often death itfelf. 


© And finally, there is the moft certain and effectual pro- 
vifion of nature, for the punifhment of wickednefs and 
the reward of virtue, in the frame of the human mind.— 
There is as it were a Tribunal of juftice ereéted in every 
man’s own heart, where confcience fits as judge, to whofe 
approving or condemning fentence men are continually 
expofed, and moft of all in the feafons of retirement and 
reflection. And however men may attempt to filence this 
internal monitor, to deceive or corrupt this impartial 
judge, or to harden themfelves againft the dread of this 
vicegerent of divine juftice, it feems hardly poffible either 
to fupprefs it entirely, or to become indifferent to its opi- 
nion and cenfure. 


‘ To this we may add, that the paffions of envy, malice, 
revenge, ambition, and covetoufnefs are naturally tor- 
menting to the mind; they bring, in fome meafure, their 
own punifhment along with them. 


‘ Such are the various orders and regulations, which the 
wifdom of God hath eftablifhed in nature, for the ends of 
his ju/tice: which I barely mention, as they are fufficient 
to prove beyond contradiction, that mankind are under a 
moral and judicial government; and are not only the 
creatures of divine power, and oljeéfs of his providence and 
goodnefs, but alfo /ulyjeé?s of his governing juttice.’ 
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After endeavouring to fhew the natural evidence of the 


moral government of God, or of his rewarding juftice and 
goodne(fs, as it appears in the prefent actual ftate of things, 
and as it leads to the faith of the Gofpel, our Author, in the 
conclufion of his eighth difcourfe, tells us what he means by 
the Go/pel. The words of his text are :—Jn the day when 
Ged will judge the fecrets of men by Fefus Chrif, according to 
my Gofpel, Rom. ii. 16. 
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©‘ Now this Go/pel, fays he, hath been varioufly known and be- 
lieved, or unknown, difregarded or rejected, and confequent- 
ly has had more or lefs influence, in all_ages from the begin- 
ning of the world. For the Faith of the Go/pel was in the 
world, in fome degree, before the coming of our Saviour.— 
Let it not feem ftrange that I affert this; becaufe our Sa- 
viour and his Apoftles aflert the fame. ‘The patriarch 4- 
braham was inftructed in the Gofpel, as our Apofile aflerts, 
Gal. 3. And he believed it: he believed GOD, and it was 
accounted unto him for righteoufnefs. “That is, He acted upon 
a confidence in the rewarding juftice and goodnefs of Gop 
in another life, and was therefore acceptable to him. He 
had alfo fome information of that great defcendant from 
himfelf, by whom this eternal Salvation was to be accom- 
plifhed: he longed, faith our Saviour, (for fo it fhould he 
tranflated) to fee my day; he faw it, and was glad.—The 
writer to the Hebrews fhews, throughout the eleventh chap- 
ter, how the moft celebrated perfons of.the ‘fewi/b anti- 
quity, acted upon the /ife faith, and were animated in vir- 
tue by the expectation of a life to come. And he defines 


the Faith of the Go/pel to be the fubjtance of things hoped 


for, the evidence of things not feen: ‘That is, the firm be- 


lief, founded on {ufficient evidence, of a life invifible and 
eternal.—The Apoffle Peter, placing this life and the future 
life in contraft, fays, ll flefh is grafs, and all the glory of 
man as the flower of grafs; the grafs withereth, and the flower 
thereof falleth: that is, the animal nature of man, as in- 
habitant of the earth, is fo far akin, not only to the brute- 
creatures, but even to the plants and grafs of the earth, 
that, by the law and conftitution of his ngture, he mutt 
decay and perifh like them :—but the word of the Lord en- 
dureth for ever ; and this is that word which by the Gofpel is 
preached unto you: that is, the difcovery and affurance of an 
immortal life is the Go/pel.— The Apoftle Fohn {ums up the 
whole Go/pel in two points: that GOD gives eternal life to 
men, and that this life is in his Son. And in the beginning 
of his firft epiftle he fays, We declare what was from the 
$ beginning, 
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beginning, what we have heard, what we have feen with our 
eyes, what we have viewed, what we have handled of the 
word of life: referring to that experimental proof the 4 


< poftles had of another life, by feeing with their own 
‘ eyes, viewing at their leifure, and even handling our Ble/- 
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ed Saviour after his refurrection. For he adds, The life, 
that is, the life to come, was difcovered, and we faw it, and 
bear witnefs of it, and declare to you, that eternal life, which 
was with the Father, and which is now revealed to us.—And 
to return to our Apofile, in the xvth chapter of his firft 
epiftle to the Corinthians, he reminds them of, and declares 
what that Gofpel is, which he had before preached to 
them: Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you, the Gofpel 
which I preached unto you, which alfo ye have received, and 
wherein ye fland: by which ye are alfo faved, if ye keep in 
memory what I preached unto you, unlefs ye have believed in 
vain. And we find throughout the whole chapter, that it 
was the doétrine of a future life, founded on the Refurrec- 
tion of our Saviour from the dead. 





© From all thefe paflages we may clearly underftand what 
the Go/pel is. It lies in a fhort compafs, and nothing is 
more intelligible-—The whole hiftory of the difcourfes 
and actions of our Savieur and of his Apofiles, and their 
reafonings, replies, confutations of objections, and pre- 
cepts of duty, are all calculated to fupport the belief, and 
to dire&t the influence of this Gofpel againft the prejudices 
of ews and Heathens.—And it is of importance to diftin- 
guifh the Go/pel itfelf, from the train of circumftances, 
events, difcourfes, arguments, affertions, and inftruc- 
tions, which are recorded in the New T¢/tament, in proof and 
defence of this Gofpel, and to: promote its fpread and influ- 
ence. From a want of making this juft and important di/- 
tinétion, much controverfy, miftake, and confufion have 
arifen amongft Chriftians concerning the Gofpel; or con- 
cerning the peculiar and fundamental doétyines of Chri/- 
tianity; which have been ftrangely multiplied and con- 
founded in the imaginations of men.—But the whole may 
be fummed up in a few words: that Gop will. afluredly 
raife mankind to another life, and judge them according 
to their actions, by Chrif? our Saviour, whom he hath ap+ 
pointed to that Be whereof he hath given us an affurance by 
raifing him from the dead. —This fummary of Chriftian Faith 
is given by our Apsfle in his fpeech to the Athenian court. 
The Almighty Maker and Father of mankind, purfuant to 
the defigns of his creative wifdom and the meafures of his 
‘ governing 


















26 Bourn’s Difcourfes. 


nr anweAnaananneAnnana & # & a A A AK ABA AHR A A AH 


Ye ee ee ee ee 


governing juftice and goodnefs, not intending that man- 
kind fhould perifh at death, hath employed and appointed 
our Bleffed Saviour, as the great adminiftrator of his moral 
government, to raife from the dead and to judge mankind, 

and to confer immortality on all who fhall be found quali- 
fied for fuch divine favour.— Here is in one clear and fingle 
view, the glorious Gofpel of our Salvation, the fublime and 
joyful tidings, moft worthy of our grateful acceptance. 
To confirm this Gofpel, and give it its. proper influence on 
the hearts and lives of men, is the whole fcope of all the 
arguments and inftructions delivered in the writings of ‘the 


New Teftament. 


‘ The Fews, in general, before the coming of our Saviour, 
and the Heathens alfo, had fome apprenenfions and belief 
of a future ftate. But it is remarkable, that in all the 
books of the Old Leffament there is little or nothing faid 
clearly and exprefly concerning it. The grand difcovery 
feems to have been referved for that eminent perfon, who 
is the Author and Finifher of our Faith, wha hath abolifhed 
death, and brought life and immortality to light, and who is 
himfelf the refurrection and the life. And from that time, 
the belief of another life has prevailed, and had an influ- 
ence in a manner and degree, which it never had before. 
The feed of the Ga/pel hath fprung up and produced a har- 
veft of genuine virtue and piety : multitudes having actu- 
ally maintained integrity and oe con{cience, againtt all 
the allurements of this life and the terrors of death, i in 
confidence of a life to come. 


‘ It is no part of our defign in thefe difcourfes to derogate 
from natural religion, or to advance the Chri/tian revelation 
to the difparagement of the light of nature, but to fhew 
the extent and excellence of both in conjunction, confider- 
ing one as the foundation, and the other as the fuperftruc- 
ture; and to obferve where the fuperftructure begins, that 
we may know the value of the Go/pel and the dignity of 
our Chriftian Faith, as built. upon, and rifing fuperior to, 
the Faith of natural religion.’ 


Mr. Bourn proceeds now, in feveral difcourfes, to confider 


particularly the natural evidences of a future ftate, and to 
fhew how they are confirmed by the Chri/tian- faible x ; but 
it would lead us beyond the limits to which we are confined, 
in this article, to give a view of what he has advanced on this 
part of his fubjeét. In the laft difcourfe of the firft volume, 
he lays before us what he apprehends to be the Gofpel-doc- 
trine of future punifhment. And here he endeavours to 


fhew, 
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fhew, that the final punifhment threatened in the Go/pel to 
the wicked and impenitent, is an utter extinction of being, 
and not an eternal prefervation in mifery and torment. In or- 
der to this, he firft confiders the plain and /iteral, and fe- 
condly, the figurative expreffions of our Saviour and his A- 
poftles, concerning the final punifhment of wicked men in 
another world. “Thofe who are defirous of feeing what he 
has urged in fupport of his opinion, muft have recourfe to 
the Author himfelf; for, to attempt to abridge what he has faid, 
would be neither doing juftice to our Readers, nor to the 
Writer: his difcourfe is certainly ingenious, but whether 
folid and fatisfaétory or not, we fhall not take upon us to 
determine. 


The fecond volume is introduced with a difcourfe on the 
Providence of God, in the preferyation of his .Jiving crea-., 
tures, after which Mr. Bourn proceeds, in his fecond and 
third difcourfes, to treat of the ju/ffice of divine providence. 
And here he produces feveral arguments in proof of the per- 
fect juftice of God, drawn from the ‘ exiftence, exercife, 
* and efteem of juftice among men ;’ from the other attributes 
of the divine nature, as incapable of error, and exempt from 
temptation; from his perfect goodnefs to intend, wifdom ta 
difcern, and power to execute whatfoever is beft in his govern- 
ment over the univerfe ; and alfo from the general apprehen- 
fion of mankind, not excepting the heathen world. But as 
it may give great fatisfation to thoughtful and inquifitive per; 
fons, to point out the experimental evidences which occur of 
the juftice of divine providence in the prefent ftate of human 
affairs, he enquires what effe€ts may be difcovered of a diftri+ 
butive juftice in this world; what marks of divine fayour ta 
the righteous, and difpleafure againft the wicked ? 


‘ The fubject (fayshe) is refolvable into this general in- 
¢ quiry: whether upon the whole, virtuous and good men, 
or the unjuft and profligate, enjoy more happinefs in life, 
and fuffer lefs inconveniences and evils? For if good and 
pious men deriye any advantage and {fatisfaCtion from their 
own virtue, fuperior to wicked men, or are exempted from 
any evils to which the latter are fubje@; this effe&t our 
reafon will teach us to afcribe to the intention of the 
divine wifdom and juftice, in making the conftitution of 
the world fuch as we find it to be, and in dire&ting the 
ferics of events as they actually take place. The natural 
* connexion of caufes and effeéts, is owing to a prefiding 
* mind, who defigned that plan of things which aQually ex- 
f ifts, and in which we are daily conyerfant. And there- 
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fore, our judgment of the divine temper and difpofition is to 
be rationally founded on our experience of the nature of 
things, and the different effects of different conduct. 
Nor need we be afraid of refting the caufe of Gop and 
religion on this foundation of evidence, to which the holy 
{criptures themfelves appeal, and to which in all our rea- 
fonings we muft neceffarily have recourfe at laft. 


‘ For the point of enquiry concerning the preference of 
virtue or vice in refpect to the happinefs of life, and for 
which we appeal to experience of facts, is fo far from be- 
ing difficult to be decided, that nothing is more eafy and 
certain, or fo univerfally allowed. For how much foever 
men are influenced by various paffions and appetites to evil 
actions ; yet their general, I may fay, univerfal judgment, 
is, that virtue, and not vice, is the means of happinefs : 
that the habits of fobriety and goodnefs conduce to the en- 
joyment of life, and not thofe of debauchery and wicked- 
nefs. And tho’ we fet afide all confideration of another 
world, and regard this life and world only; yet it is far 
better and happier for mento live in fobriety, peace, 
honefty, and charity, than to be abandoned to excefs, to 
fraud, rapine, treachery, and malice: and nothing could 
be more abfurd and fhocking to any perfon of common un- 
derftanding and experience, than to maintain the con- 
trary. For what is vice and wickednefs, but men’s a- 
bufing themfelves, or one another? or what is virtue and 
religion, but men’s improving themfelves, and doing good 
to others ? And whence do the greateft plagues and mife- 
ries of life proceed, but from men’s abufe of themfelves, 
or of one another ?’—From riot and excefs, from treach- 
ery and difhonefty, from envy and malice, in a word, 
from the wickednefs of mankind? Infomuch, that if vice 
was to prevail univerfally, and all piety, juftice, humani- 
ty and fobriety were extinguifhed in the hearts of men ; 
the world would be a fcene of horrible diforder, and human 
life become fo miferable, that we fcarcely need to fuppofe 
a worfe hell for the punifhment of fo wicked a race of be- 
ings. And on the other hand, how {mall a proportion fo- 
ever of virtue and piety there is thought to be in the 
world; yet it is owing to that proportion, whether greater 
or lefs, that mankind are fo happy as they are, and human 
life fo comfortable and agreeable as it is found to be: and 
it is from the goodnefs of men’s hearts, and from their 
actually practifing in a confiderable degree the duties of 
temperance, of public and private juftice, of piety to 
‘Gop, 
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‘ Gon, of fincerity, humanity and kind affeétion to each 
© other; that the ptace and order of the world, and the beft 
“ entertaininents and pleafures of life are derived. 
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‘ And if this be the real ftate of things, as every man 
muft be fenfible it is; if mankind are more or lefs happy, 
as there is more or lefs virtue and goodnefs in the world ; 
and if the greateft comforts and enjoyments of life proceed 
from men’s fobriety, prudence, piety, juft treatment of, 
and kind affection to one another; and the greateft miferies 
from intemperance, injuftice, mutual oppreffion, and other 
vices ;—need we any Sides proof of the juftice of Gop? 
—Efpecially if we confider, that this isan univerfal effec?, 
not peculiar to any one place or country; but that in all 
nations, communities, and focieties throughout the whole 
world, the more fincerely virtuous and religious men are, 
and the more mutual confidence and good-will fubfift' a- 
mong them, the happier that nation or fociety becomes ; 
can we refolve this univerfal effec? into any other caufe, 
than the providence of Gop governing the world by an 
univerfal law and conftitution, which 1s perfectly juft and 
right? For there cannot be a more clear and certain de- 
monftration of the difpofition of the almighty Maker and 
Governor of the world than this is, or a plainer indication 
which fide he efpoufes; and that he is not a patron or 
favourer of wickednefs, or an indifferent fpectator; but is 
the righteous Lord who loveth righteoufne/s, and whofe counte- 
nance beholds the upright. For if making mankind more 
happy or more miferable, in proportion to the degrees of 
virtue or vice which prevail in the world, be not am actual 
diftribution of divine juftice in this world; what can we 
mean by the Juftice of Gop ? Or what ftronger proof can 
we have of it?—If it be faid, that this univerfal effeét is 
owing to the nature of mankind, or the conttitution of the 
world; this is all the conceffion we defire. For it follows 
undeniably, that the nature and conftitution of things is in 
the whole juft and right: and what is that conftitution 
but the fcheme and intention of the wifdom and juftice 
of Gop? 


‘ It is unreafonable that we fhould be fo much affected 
with fome apparent exceptions, and lay great ftrefs upon 
them; as if the argument refted on a few particular inftan- 
ces; without atténding to what is the real ftate of things 
in the whole, or taking any view of the general effect and 
influence of divine providence: whereas the great weight 
of the argument lies upon the general flate of things. 
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For if we fuppofe the lot and condition of good men put 
into one fcale, and that of wicked men into the other, it 
is evident that a few fingle inftances are comparatively of 
very little weight. The great and main queftion is, whe- 
ther the ftate of good or of bad men is in general happier ? 
Which fort of perfons enjoy more fatisfaction, more eafe 
and contentment in their own minds, and are better pleaf- 
ed with themfelves, and their own conduct and condition ? 
And if we were to confult upon the means of a happy life, 
and to direct and advife any perfon according to our beft 
judgment, how he might enjoy life the longeft, with the 
greateft fecurity, with the feweft troubles, and the moft 
fatisfactions ; Which courfe fhould we advife him to take? 
—The ways of villainy and debauchery ?—Or the ftrait 
road that religion points out? The way of honefty and 
virtue ?'—-What method do parents, who are exceedingly 
defirous of the welfare and happinefs of their children in 
this world, ufually take in order to thatend? Dothey in- 
deed inftruét them in the ways of vice, and train them up to 
habits of wickednefs? Or dothey defire to make them fo- 
ber, virtuous, and religious, as the way to do well and to 
be happy in the world ?—Thhefe are queftions which admit 
of no debate, and which all men will fufficiently agree in 
determining. 


¢ And thus the argument is brought to a fhort iffue, and 
certain conclufion. For if vicious men do, in general, fuffer 
for their wickednefs ; and if virtuous and good men are in 
general‘happier by the practice of virtue ;— if fuch is the 
prevailing effect and general confequence; whether we 
afcribe it to the conftitution of the world, to the nature of 
fociety, to the order of civil government, or to the 
frame of the human mind, or to all of thefe in conjunec- 
tion, asthe immediate caufes ; the argument is eftablithed, 
and ‘cannot be overthrown: we need no further witnefs in 
the caufe. .Human ‘experience, and the common fenfe of 
mankind, vindicate and prove the juftice of God, as re- 
warding virtue and punifhing vice in the prefent ftate.’ 


The fourth Difcouirfe contains feveral juft and fenfible re- 


fletions on public calamities; the fifth points out the right 
ufe of the underftanding in religion; and the fixth treats of 
the office and dignity of Chrift.—Various opinions have arifen 
among Chriftians concerning the power and office of our 
bleffed Saviour, and many attempts have been made to rectify 
mens opinions upon this head, and to promote the knowlege 
of truth. But fuch attempts have not only failed of attaining 
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the end propofed, but have been often made with fo little 
judgment, or received with fo little candour and impartiality, 
that, inftead of remedying that difference of opinion, which, 
if an evil, is a very /mall onc,—thcey have added to it, (our Au- 
thor juftly obferves) that difcord of affection and party-ha- 
tred, which is undoubtedly a very great evil. 


One thing (he remarks) which has contributed, to render 
all fuch attempts ineffectual, or productive of confequences 
worfe than the difeafe itfelf, has been this: men have ra- 
ther ftudied to divide and multiply the characters afcribed to 
our Saviour in the NewTeftament, (and confequently to per- 
plex our minds in conceiving of them) than to reduce them 
to one intelligible meaning; and particularly have applied 
thofe titles to the perfon of our Lord in a metaphyfical fenfe, 
which are given to him in Scripture folely on account of his 
affice and dominion. 


‘ It will greatly facilitate our conceptions,’ continues our 
Author, ‘ and ftrengthen our chriftian belief, if we confider 
the various eminent titles and charaéters afcribed to him, 
as intended, not to fignify different properties of his nature, 
or offices of his mediation; but only, to recommend him 
to our efteem and veneration, in various allufions to differ- 
ent dignities and offices among men.—For inftance, in’ al- 
lufion to the office and dignity of High-prieft among the 
Jews; he is faid to be our High-pricff, and to offer his cin 
blood asa facrifice for us.—In allufion to-patrons and inter- 
ceflors in earthly courts; he is charaéterized our Advocate 
with the Father, and defcribed as continually making interce/- 
fin for us.—Iin reference to the power and dignity of tem- 
poral Princes ; he is ftiled 4 Prince mighty to fave to the ut- 
termof?, and his government an everlafting kingdom.—Com- 
pared to Generals who fight the battles of their country, 
and overthrow its enemies; he is denominated the Captain 
of our falvation, who fubdues our fpiritual enemies. —And 
as angels, and even earthly Governors are called Gops in 
Scripture; fo He is fometimes in a more eminent fenfe 
{tiled @ GOD : -not on account of his metaphyfical nature 
or eflence (which the Scripture faith not a word of ) but 
on account of the dominion or government which God hath 
committed to him for the eternal falvation of men.-—And 
finally, as angels, and even good men, on account of their 
piety and goodnefs, and the divine favour toward them, are 
frequently called the Sons of Ged: fo he is moft frequently, 
and in the moft eminent fenfe characterized, the Son of God: 
denoting by that title, not the derivation gf his eflence, but 
‘ his 
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his moral worth and dignity in the divine eftimation. 

All thefe titles and characters may be reduced to one and 
the fame meaning: recommending him to our efteem and 
confidence, as being appointed of God the Saviour, Go- 
vernor, and Judge of mankind, in refpeét to their eternal 
ftate; as qualified and empowered to take care of our moft 
important interefts, and to beftow the rewards of immorta- 


lity on good men. 


¢ It will confirm this explication, to obferve, that the pri- 
vileges and bleffings we derive from his mediation, are de- 
fcribed in the fame allufions and figurative expreffions.— 
As he was in a moft eminent fenfe the Son of God, {fo it is 
faid, that he gave his followers a power or privilege to become 
the Jons of God.—As he is ftiled the heir of all things; fo 
his true followers are ftiled, Heirs of God and real 
with himfelf. As he hath the titles of King and of High- 
Prieft; fo he hath made them to be Kings and Priefts to “bis 
God and Father.—As he received from God a kingdom; fo 
he faith to his Difciples, I appoint unto you a kingdem. 

Ashe is faid to be one with the Father; fo it is faid, that he 
raifeth his followers to be partakers of a divine nature, and 
to be one with him, even as he is one with the Father.—And 
farther, as he is defcribed fitting upon a throne of glory, and 
coming to judge the world; fo he declares to his Apoftles, 
that they fhould fit down with him on bis throne, and that 
they foould judge the twelve tribes of Ifrael_—In a word, as 
he i is ftiled the firft born among many brethren, with whom 
he partook of human infirmity and mortality; fo they are 
defcribed as partaking with him in his refurrection, exalta- 
tion, dominion, glory, and joy.—All thefe expreffions and 
figures are reducible to one and the fame meaning: de- 
{cribing in various lights the grand effect of our Saviour’s 
enterprize : when all thofe who have followed his example 
of virtue and obedience, fhall be raifed from the dead, in 
the likenefs, and by the power of their exalted Prince, be 
cloathed with immortality, and inherit the kingdom prepared 
‘ for them,—where he refides and fhall reign for ever. 
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‘¢ The Apoftle Peter in the words of the text, reprefents 

‘ the dignity of Chrift in the moft eafy and intelligible terms ; 
¢ yet fuch as comprehend the greatnefs of his character, and 
© the end of his office: Him hath God exalted to be a Prince 
© anda Saviour. ‘The title of Prince implies, the power or 
¢ dominion God hath committed to him: and the term Sa- 
‘ viour, the end for which that power was given, namely, 
‘ the falvation of men.—All the titles and attributes, there- 
4 ‘ fore, 
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fore, afcribed to our Saviour in his exalted ftate, unite in. 
oie general idea, which is that of a benefactor, from whofe 

power and goodnefs mankind derive benefits or privileges of 
the higheft, moft lafting, and extenfive nature; namely, 

a refurreétion to a future ftate, a perfect adminiftration of 
juftice in that ftate, and to all good men the pofleffion of. 
immortality and endlefs happinefs.—To this dominion or- 
empire our Saviour rofe by his virtue, or his moft perfect 

and examplary obedience to the divine will. For it is faid, 

That he humbied himfelf; and became obedient to death, even 

the death of the crofs: and therefore God highly exalted him. 

And he himfelf declares, that God hath committed all judg- 
ment to him, becaufe he is the Son of Man. And for this ex- 

altation, as the reward of his virtue and obedience, he 

prayed to the Father Almighty in thefe words, a little be- 
fore his departure from this world: J have glorified thee on 
earth, I have finifhed the work which thou gave/t me to do. 

And now Father glorify me with thyfelf, with the glory which 
I had with thee before the world was. 


¢ The Author of the Epiftle to the Hebrews, in order to 
recommend our Saviour and the Gofpel-religion to the, 
efteem and acceptance of the Jews, and obviate their feru-. | Hf 
ples and prejudices, makes frequent allufions to the Temple- { 
fervice, and to the office and dignity of High-Prieft. For. 5 
the Jews were educated in a high veneration for thofe. 
things; and therefore the Author made choice of fuch al- 
lufions and figures as were moft effectual to anfwer the end, 
propofed, viz. to make the Jews willing to relinguifh the 
pomp and ceremonies of Judaifm, which were no better. 
than empty fhadows, and entirely embrace the fubftantial we 
and fpiritual religion of the Gofpel. But our Saviour never of 
defcribes his own future dignity and office under a /acerdo- 
tal character, but avays under that of a Prince, a Sove- 
reign, and ‘fudge. And therefore we may conclude, that 
how proper foever the former allufion might be, as addreff- 
ed to the Jews, yet the latter character is better adapted, | 
upon the whole, to give us a juft conception of His media- 
torial power and office. And it ts this latter which the 
' Apofties make ufe of, in their firit delivering the Chriftian 
; *. doctrine to the world: faying, That God had raijed up Fefus 
j © fiom the dead, and made him Lord and Chrift ; exalted him te 
© bea Prince and a Saviour; in order that he might give repen- 


* tance and remiffion of fins. 


‘ It is folely or principally in the Aingly character that the 
‘ dignity of our Saviour is prophetically defcribed in the 
Rev. Jan. 1760. D © writings 
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writings of the Old Teftament: as particularly in [faialr 
ix. 6. For untousa child is born, unto us a fon is given, and 
the government fhall be upon his fhoulder,—and of the increafe 
of bis government and peace there fhall be no end. He is re- 
prefented figuratively as fucceeding to the throne of David : 
and at the fame time his kingdom is defcribed in fuch cha- 
raters as cannot all agree to any human government. 


ee ee ee oe 2) 


© The higheft dignities and moft important offices amongft 
men, are nomore than fhadows, or faint refemblances, of 
the glorious power and office of our Saviour in the redemp- 
_tion of the world: and the Scripture makes ufe of fuch 
fenfible allufions to affift our feeble apprehenfions of things 
fo fublime and fpiritual. But great miftakes and errors have 
arifen from adhering too much to the letter, without un- 
derftanding or keeping in view the general meaning and 
_defien of all fuch expreffions.—When our Saviour fpoke 
to the Jews of eating his flefh, and drinking his blood, and 
they did not underftand his meaning ;_ he tells them, that 
his words were to be taken, not literally, but figuratively 
or fpiritually. For the letter, faith he, profiteth nothing : but 
the fpirit giveth life. The words that I fpeak unto you, they 
are fpirit and they arelife: i.e. They are not to be under- 
ftood in a grofs and material fenfe, but moral and fpiritual. 
—So from the titles afcribed to our Saviour in his exalted 
ftate, taken from human dignities and offices, we fhould 
learn to form the higheft and pureft conceptions we are 
able, of his fpiritual dignity, and of the great and bene- 
ficent end of his office, as far excelling all that is human 
and temporal.” 
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In the feventh Difcourfe our Author anfwers the objections 
againft the Gofpel, and the evidence of it; in the eighth, 
he fhews, that falvation is derived, not from human merit, 
but divine mercy ; and in the ninth, confiders the nature 
of the Chriftian religion. The remaining Difcourfes are 
on the following practical fubjects Religious Joy, Reli- 
gious Gratitude, Religious Fear, Religious Obedience, Re- 
figious Induftry, and Religtous Liberty ; and are all clear, 
rational, and judicious.—Upon the whole, this is really as 
valuable a fet of Pulpit Difcourfes as hath been publifhed for 
fome years. patt. 
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A Treatife on the Law of Defcents in Fee Simple. By William 
Blackftone, Efq; Barrifter at Law, and Vinerian Profeflor 
of the Laws of England, and D.C.L. 8vo.. 1s. 6d. 
Millar. 


HE well-known and ingenious Author of this Trea- 

tife, modeftly premifes, in an Advertifement, that it 
* being calculated merely for the information of his acade- 
© mical Pupils, the learned Reader muft not expeé any thing 
¢ new, nor the curious, any thing entertaining, on fo dry a 
‘ topic.’ Neverthelefs, we may venture to fay, that the 
learned Reader will not find himfelf uninformed, or the cu- 
rious unentertained, by the perufal of this little tract. 


| The Writer having firft explained the nature of kindred, 
and the feveral degrees of confanguinity, proceeds to lay 
down a feries of Rules or CANons OF INHERITANCE, ac- 
cording to which Eftates are tranfmitted from the Anceftor to P 
the Heir. Under the firft Rule, which ordains, that ¢ Inhe- - | 
‘ ritances fhall lineally defcend, but never lineally afcend,” 
he takes notice, that * the admiffion of parents to the inhe- ‘ 
* ritance of their children, is not all dictated by natural Rea- ? 
‘ fon, as the admiffion of children moft certainly is to that 
‘ of their parents, where any fucceffion is permitted : for, 
as the progenitors received not their being from their off- 
{pring, they have therefore no reafon to expect from that 
quarter the means of fupport and fubfiftence.’ He adds, 
It may further be alledged in defence of this exclufion, that 
thofe who introduced and gave fanétion to fuch law, were 
themfelves fathers ; and confidering them as fuch, this efta- 
blifhment conveys to us avery highidea of their magnani- 
mity, honour, and parental affection. Of their magnani- 
mity: becaufea gift of lands from the parents to the chil- 
dren is fo much the more generous, and conveyed with a 
better grace, the farther the diftance is, at which they have 
placed the poffibility of a refumption, of the inheritance 
returning to themfelves.. Of their honour: which was too 
delicate to admit their children upon fuch a footing of equa- 
litv, as that they might be mutually heirs to each other ; 
or even to entruft themfelves with the maintenance -and 
care of that offspring, by whofe death they might pofibly 
be gainers. Of their parental affection: in that they re- 
garded the lofs of their children as their greateft misfortune 
that could poffibly befall them, for which no eftate could be 
a recompenfe: they would not therefore anticipate their 
affliction, by fuppofing a thing fo contrary to nature, as 
J 2 * that 
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‘ that the parent fhould outlive the children; nor make pro- 
‘ vifion in their own favour in confequence of fo melancholy 
‘ a contingency, which even thofe laws that allow the 
¢ afcent of inheritances have denominated Triffis et ludtusfa 


© fucceffio. 


It muft be confefled, that thefe reafons, urged in defence 
of this exclufion, are, at firft fight, extremely fpecious and 
ingenious ; but the Author will pardon us, if we obferve, 
that on due confideration they appear to be more fubtle than 
folid,. more plaufible than pertinent. With all our partiality 
to antiquity, and our reverence for Lord Coke’s maxim,— 
Nil fine magna fecit Ratione Vetufias, yet we cannot give our 
anceftors credit for all the magnanimity, honour, and paren- 
tal affe@tion, which our Author afcribes to them on this oc- 
cafion. We are inclined to think, that the Writer’s ima- 

ination has fupplied motives which never influenced our 
Prchatheis conduét: and we are amazed that he fhould have 
recourfe to fuch unnatural refinement, when the clear, and 
as we apprehend, the only reafon, is fo very obvious; nay, 
indeed, fo properly ftated by himfelf in the fubfequent pages. 
He very juftly takes notice, that this rule was introduced at 
the fame time with, and in confequence of, the feodal Te- 
nures: and eftates could not afcend, upon this confideration 
of military policy, that the decrepit grandfire of a vigorous 
vaflal, would be but indifferently qualified to fucceed him in 
his feodal fervices 


Thus we fee that this rule plainly has its origin from the 
feodal policy; and though we agree with our Author, that 
there is nothing unjuft or abfurd in it, but that, on the con- 
trary, it is founded on very good reafon, when confidered as 
a feoual inftitution, yet when we examine the rule itfelf, on 
the principles of abftracted reafoning, we are far from think- 
ing iteither juft or rational. Viewed in this light, it is cer- 
tainly more agreeable to reafon, that the eftate fhould afcend 
tothe father, than that it fhould efcheat to the Lord. As the 
feodal fyftem has been long fince abolifhed, we cannot con- 
ceive why rules founded merely on that barbarous policy, 
fhould ftill fubfift: and we tind no impediment, either in 
reafon, or the prefent frame of the conftitution, why a fa- 
ther fhould not fucceed to a fon’s real eftate, in default of 
heirs in the defcending line, as well as take the fon’s perfonal 
property, to which, in the like cafe, he is admitted by law. 


¥ The fucceeding rules are explained and illuftrated by our 
Author, with great learning, judgment, and perfpicuity : 
and 

















and he refers occafionally to the laws of the Greeks, Romans, 


Jews, Britons, Saxons, &c. He is particularly accurate ‘in © 


diftinguifaing between the right of reprefentation and the 
right of propinquity: and under the fifth rule, which or- 
dains, that * on failure of lineal defcendants, or iffue, of 


< the perfon laft feifed, the inheritance ‘fhall defcend to the 


© blood of the firft Purchafer,’ our Author affigns a very cu- 
rious reafon why William the Norman is, by abufe, called 
the Conqueror. 


He obferves‘ that ‘ the firft Purchafor, Perguij:tor, is he 


was transferred to him by fale, or by gift, or vy any other 
method, except only that of defcent. .“The 
quently ftile him Conguifitor or Conquaeftor; which, by the 


to fignify that he was the firftof his family who acquired 
the Crown of England, and from whom therefore all fu- 
ture claims by defcent muft be derived; though now, from 
our difufe of the feodal fenfe of the word, together with 
the reflection on his forcible method of acquifition, we 
are apt to annex the idea of victory to this name of Con- 
quasftor or Conqueror.’ 


“ Lay e ia “ “ Lal tad , a ¢ ° “ 


There is fome thing very acute and ingenious in this ex- 
planation; yet, though we are fully convinced that William 
cannot be. faid to have gained the kingdom by conqueft, we 
cannot,“Heverthelefs, agree that this is altogether a modern 
idea: onthe contrary, we are inclined to think, that our an- 
ceftors confidered his victory over Harold, as a conqueft over 
the kingdom; and they made it a kind of Epoch from 
whence, for a long time, they dated their Deeds: for we 
hind, even lower than Richard the fecond’s time, feveral 
Deeds dated fo many years pof? Congueftum: by which word 
they can hardly be fuppofed to have meant fimply William’s 
acquifition of the Crown. 


Were we to indulge ourfelves in the pleafure of following 
our learned Author through his exemplification of the re- 
maining rules, we fhould beled beyond the limits to which 
it is proper to confine an article which will probably be fo 
dry to the generality of our Readers. We fhall, therefore, 
conclude with obferying, that the Writer having ftated the 


general Law of Defcents, proceeds to fubjoin a few hints ° 


with regard to the fpecial impediments which may obftruéct 
this general law. “Which brings under confideration the doc- 
trine of Efcheats, 


D 3 Efcheats 
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who firft acquired the eftate to his family, whether the fame- 
eudilts fre-. 


: WS was the appellation aflumed by William the Norman, . 
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Efcheats are of two forts; one, where the Tenant dies 
without ifflue ; the other, where his blood is attainted. Our 
Author obferves in the conclufion, with great good fenfe and” 
humanity, that ‘ the corruption of blood, arifing merel 
‘ from feodal principles, but extended infinitely farther than 
¢ thofe principles will warrant, has been looked upon as a 
peculiar hardfhip, both becaufe the eftablifhment of the 
feodal fyftem in this kingdom was founded at firft upon a 
fiction; and alfo becaufe, the fubitantial part of thofe Te- 
nures being now done away, it feems unreafonable to re- 
ferve one of their moft inequitable confequences ; nanjely, 
that the children fhould not only be reduced to prefent po- 
verty, but be laid under future difficulties of inheritance, 
on account of the guilt of their parents.’ 


“ 
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Certainly, as all pofitive laws are adapted to prevailing po- 
litical principles, whenever thofe principles change, the laws 
fhould be accommodated to the variation: it is not in this 
only, but in many other inftances, that our laws require a- 
mendment, in order to render them more conformable to the 
prefent frame of our government, and to’the genius and man- 
ners of the times. . 


We mutt not omit to obferve, that our Author has annex- 
ed a Table of Defcents to his treatife, which, in our opinion, 
is more clear, copious, and comprehenfible than the Gradus 
Parentele prefixed to Coke on Littleton. R 
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The BEE: Being Effays on the moft interefting Subjefts. 
ramo. 2s. 6d. bound. Wilkie. 


HE Effays here prefented to the public, made their 

firft appearance in weekly Numbers; the publication 
of which was of no long continuance; and, we are inform- 
ed, is now at anend. Theuntimely fate of the Bez, how- 
ever, jsnot fingular; and is no more than what the ingeni- 
ous Author feemed, indeed, very early to apprehend; as ap- 
pears from the beginning of his fourth Number. 


‘ Were I to meafure,’ fays he, ‘ the merit of my prefent 
undertaking by its fuecefs, or the rapidity of its fale, I 
might be led to form conclufions by no means favourable to 
the pride of an Author. Should I eftimate my fame by its 
extent, every News-paper, and every Magazine, would 
Jeave me far behind. Their fame is iffufed in avery wide 
‘ circle, 
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< circle, that of fome as far as Ilington, and fome yet farther 
« (till; while mine, I fincerely believe, has hardly travelled 
¢ beyond the found of Bow-bell; and while the works of 
¢ others fly like unpinioned fwans, I find my own move as 
“« heavily as a new-plucked goofe. 


© Still, however, I have as much pride as they who have 
ten times as many Readers. It is impoffible to repeat. all 
the agreeable delufions in which a difappointed Author is 
apt to find comfort. I conclude, that what my reputation 
wants in extent, is made up by its folidity. Minus juvat 
Gloria lata quam magna. I have great fatisfaction in confi- 
dering the delicacy and difcernment of 'thofe Readers I 
have, and in afcribing my want of popularity, to the ig- 
norance or inattention of thofe I have not. All the world 
may forfake an Author, but vanity will never forfake him. 

¢ Yet, notwithftanding fo fincere a confeffion, I was once 
induced to fhew my indignation againft the public, by dif- 
continuing my endeavours to pleafe ; and ‘was bravely re- 
folved, like Raleigh, to vex them, by burning my manu- 
{cript in a paffion. Upon recollection, however, I confi- 
dered what fet or body of people would be difpleafed at my 
rafhnefs. The fun, after fo fad an accident, might fhine 
next morning as bright as ufual; men might laugh and 
fing the next day, and tranfa& bufinefs as before, and not 
a fingle creature feel any regretbut myfelf.’ 
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Experience may, for ought we know, have proved the 
juftice of our Author’s reflections: by which, however, we 
do not mean to infinuate, that his lucubrations are { void 
of merit, as not to deferve the public attention. On the 
contrary, we muft confefs ourfelves to have found no incon- 
fiderable entertainment in their perufal. His ftile is not the: 
worft, and his manner is agreeable enough, in our opinion, 
\owever it may have failed of exciting univerfal admiration. 
“he truth is, moft of his fubjeéts are already fufficiently 
“orn out, and his obfervations frequently trite and common. 
AWriter muft, therefore, poffefs very extraordinary talents, 
of'pirit, humour, and variety of exprefiion, to pleafe, un- 
deruch difadvantages. His fentiments on Juftice and Ge- 
nerity are fenfible, and lefs hackneyed than fome others ; 
©n wich account we fhall borrow the following paflage. 


& 


“rue generofity is a duty as indifpenfibly neceflary as 
* thot impofed upon us by law. It is a rule impofed upon 
“us bireafon, which fhould be the fovereign law of a ra- 
* tlonaBeing. But this generofity does not confift in obe 

* ing try impulfe of humanity, in following blind paffion 
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for our guide, and impairing our circumftances by prefent 
benefactions, fo as to render us incapable of future ones. 


¢ Mifers are generally characterized as men without ho- 
nour, or without humanity, who live only to accumulate, 
and to this paffion facrifice every other happinefs. They 
have been defcribed as mz. sen, who, in the midft of a- 
bundance, banifh every pleafure, and make, from imagin- 
ary wants, real neceffities. But few, very few, correfpond 
to this exaggerated picture; and, perhaps, there is not 
one in whom all thefe circumftances are found united. 
Inftead of this, we find the fober and the induftrious 
branded, by the vain and the idle, with this odious appel- 
lation. Men who, by frugality and labour, rife them- 
felves above their equals, and contribute their fhare of in- 
duftry to the common ftock. 


© Whatever the vain or the ignorant may fay, well were 
it for fociety, had we more of this character among us. 
In general, thefe clofe men are found at Jaft the true bene- 
factors of Society. With an avaricious man we feldom 
lofe in our dealings ; but too frequently in cur commerce 
with prodigality. 


© A French Prieft, whofe name was Godinot, went for a 
longtime by the name of the Griper. He refufed to re- 
lieve the moft apparent wretchedneis ; and by the fkilful 
management of his vineyard, had the good fortune to ac- 
quire immenfe fums of money. The inhabitants of Rheims, 
who werc his fellow-citizens, detefted him; and the po- 
pulace, who feldom Jove a mifer, wherever he went, re- 
ceived him with contempt. He ftill, however, continued 
his former fimplicity of life, his amazing and unremitted 
frugality. ‘This good man had long perceived the want 
of the poor in the city, particularly in having no water bt 
what they were obliged to buy at an advanced price ; wher- 
fore, that whole fortune which he had been amaffing, ae 
laid out in an aqueduct, by which he did the poor mre 
ufeful and lafting fervice, than if he had diftributedhis 
whole income in charity every day at his door.’ 


‘The Reader may hence fee, that our Author is nedull, 


inanimated preacher of wife faws and moral fentence; but 
one that knows how occafionally to illuftrate his argments 
with pertinent and entertaining examples, 


He has alfo diverfified the amufement of his Reders, by 


the introdution of fuch literary and biographical-necdotes 





] as 

















4s fell in his wav. 


the moft interefting Subjects. 4I 


Among others, we find the following 


particulars of the life of Charles of Sweden; no otherwife 
curious, indeed, than as they relate to the manners and con- 
duct of fo extraordinary a perionage. 
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¢ Courace and inflexible conftancy formed the bafis of this 
Monarch’s character. In his tendereft years he gave in- 
lances of both. When he was yet fcarce feven years old, 
being at dinner with the Queen his mother, intending to 
give a bit of breadtoa great dog he was fond of, this hua- 
gry animal fnapt too greedily at the morfel, and bit his 
hand in aterrible manner. The wound bled copioullys 
but our young Hero, without offering to cry, or to take 
the leaft notice of his misfortune, endeavoured to conceal 
what had happened, left his dog fhould be brought into 
trouble, and wrapped his bloody hand in the napkin... The 
Queen perceiving that he did not eat, afked him the rea- 
fon. He contented himfelf with replying, that he thanked 
her, hewasnothungry. ‘They thought that he was takeu 
ill, and fo repeated their follicitations. But all was in vain, 
though the poor child was already grown pale with the lots 
of blood. An Officer who attended at table, at laft per- 
ceived it; for Charles would fooner have died than betray- 
ed his dog, whom he knew intended no injury. 


‘ At another time, when in the fmall-pox, and his cafe 
appeared dangerous, he grew one day very uneafy in his 
bed, and a Gentleman who watched him, defirous of co- 
vering him up clofe, received from the patient a violent 
box on his ear. Some hours after obferving the Prince 
more calm, he entreated to know how he had incurred his 
difpleafure, or what he had done to have merited a blow. 
A blow, replied Charles, I don’t remember any thing of 
it; | remember, indeed, that I thought myfelf in the bat- 
tle of Arbela, fighting for Darius, where I gave Alexan- 
der a blow, which brought him to the ground. 


‘ What is related of the journies of this Prince is no lefs 
aftonithing. He has fometimes been on horfeback for four 
and twenty hours fucceflively, and thus traverfed the great- 
eft partof hiskingdom. At laft none of his Officers were 
found capable of following him ; he thus confequently #ode 
the greateft part of thefe journies quite alone, without 
taking a moiment’s repofe, and without any other fubfift- 
ence but a bit of bread. In one of thefe rapid courfes, he 
underwent an adventure fingular enough. Riding thus poft 
one day, all alone, he had the misfortune to have his horfe 


* fall 





a> tae 








































‘“ a "3 ee 
mnt 


“>= 




















42 The Bee: Being Effays on 


fall dead under him. ‘This might have embarrafled an or- 
dinary man, but it gave Charles no fort of uneatinefs, 
Sure of finding another horfe, but not equally fo of meet- 
ing with a good faddle and piftols, he ungirds his horfe, 
claps the whole equipage on his own back, and thus accou- 
tred, marches on to the next inn, which by good fortune 
was not far off. Entering the ftable, he here found an 
an horfe entirely to his mind ; fo, without farther ceremo- 
ny, heclapped on his faddle and houfing with great com- 
pofure, and was juft going to mount, when the Gentleman 
who owned the horfe was apprized of a ftranger’s going to 
fteal his property out of the itable. Uponafking the King, | 
whom he had never feen, bluntly, how he prefumed to 
meddle with his horfe, Charles coolly replied, fqueezing 
in his lips, which was his ufual cuftom, that he took the 
horfe becaufe he wanted one; for you fee, continued he, 
if I have none, IJ fhaJ! be obliged to carry the faddle my- 
felf. This anfwer did not feem at all fatisfactory to the 
Gentleman, who inftantly drew his fword. In this the 
King was not much behind hand with him; and to it they 
were going, when the guards by this time came up, and 
teftified that furprize which was natural, to fee arms in the 
hand of a fubject againft his King. Imagine whether the 
Gentleman was lefs furprized than they at his unpremedi- 
tated difobedience. His aftonifhment, however, was foon 
diffipated by the King, who, taking him by the hand, af 
fured him he was a brave fellow, and himfelf would take 
care he fhould be provided for. This promife was after- 
wards fulfilled; and I have been affured the King made 
him a Captain.’ 
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We fhould here difmifs this article, were we not defir- | 
ous of acquitting ourfelves with the greateft candour toward 
an unfuccefsful Author. We fhall beg leave of our Readers, 
therefore, to offer another Marl that they may thence be 
more competent judges of the Writer’s abilities, and the en- 
tertainment his work affords. 


© On the Inftability of worldly Grandeur. 


© An Alehoufe-keeper near Iflington, who had long lived | 
* at the fign of the French King, upon the commencement 
“ of the laft war with France, pulled down his old fign, and 

* put up the Queen of Hungary. Under the influence of 
« her red face and golden fceptre, he continued to. fell ale, 
“ till fhe was no longer the favourite of his cuftomers ; he 
* changed her, therefore, fome time ago, for the King of 
5 ¢ Pruffia, 
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¢ Pruffia, who may probably be changed in turn for the next 
‘ great man that fhall be fet up for vulgar admiration. 


¢ Our Publican in this, imitates the great exactly, who 
deal out their figures one after the other, to the gazing 
crowd beneath them. When we have fufficiently wonder- 
ed at one, that is taken in, and another exhibited in its 
room, which feldom holds its {tation long; for the mob 
are ever pleafed with variety. 
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¢ I muft own I have fuch an indifferent opinion of the vul- 
¢ gar, that I am ever led to fufpect that merit which raifes 
their fhout; at leaft Iam certain to find thofe great, and 
« fometimes good men, who find fatisfaction in fuch accla- 
mations, made worfe byit; and hiftory has too frequently 
taught me, that the head which has grown this day giddy 
with the roar of the million, has the very next been fixed 
upon a pole. 
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‘ As Alexander VI. was entering a little town in the 
neighbourhood of Rome, which had been juft evacuated 
by the enemy, he perceived the townfmen bufy in the mar- 
ket-place, in pulling down from a gibbet a figure which had 
been defigned to reprefent himfelf. Tchere were alfo fome 
knocking down a neighbouring ftatue of one of the Orfini 
family, with whom he was at war, in order to put up Alex- 
‘ ander’s efigy, when taken down, in its place. It is poffi- 
¢ ble a man who knew lefs of the world, would have con- 
¢ demned the adulation of thofe barefaced flatterers; but 
© Alexander feemed pleafed at their zeal, and turning to Bor- 
‘ gia, his fon, faid with a fmile, Vides mi fili quam leve di/- 
© crimen palibulum inter et fiatuum. ‘* You fee, my fon, the 
“ {mall difference between a gibbet and a ftatue.” If the 
great could be taught any leflon, this might ferve to teach 
them upon how weak a foundation their glory ftands, 
which is built upon popular applaufe; for as fuch praife 
what feems like merit, they as quickly condemn what has 
only the appearance of guilt. 
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* Popular glory is a perfect coquet; her lovers muft toil, 
feel every inquietude, indulge every caprice, and, perhaps, 
at laft be jilted into the bargain. True glory, on the other 
hand, refembles a woman of fenfe; her admirers muft play 
no tricks ;_ they fee] no great anxiety, for they are fure, in 
the end, of being rewarded in proportion to their merit. 
When Swift ufed to appear in public, he generally had the 
mob fhouting in his train. ‘* Pox take thefe fools,’ he 
* would 
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¢ would fav, * how much joy might all this bawling give 
“ my Lord Mayor.” 


‘ A Chinefe, who had long ftudied the works of Confu- 
cius ; whoknew the characters of fourteen thoufand words, 
and could read a great part of every book that came in his 
way, once took it into his head to travel into Europe, and 
obferve the. cuftoms of a people whom he thought not very 
much inferior even to his own countrymen, in the arts of 
refining upon every pleafure. Upon his arrival at Amfter- 
dam, hig paffion for letters naturally led him to a bookfeller’s 
fhop; as he could fpeak alittle Dutch, he civilly afked the 
bockfeller for the works of the immortal [lixofou. The 
bookteller affured him, he had never heard the book men- 
‘ tioned before. ‘* What, have you never heard of. that 
‘¢ immortal Poet, (returned the other, much furprized) that 
‘ light of the eyes, that favourite of Kings, that rofe of 
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se ce perfedtion| {uppofe you know nothing ¢ of the immortal 
i F iphhi hi, fecond coufin to the moon?” « Nothing at all, 
“* indeed, Sir, (returned the other).” ** Alas, (cries our 


«© Traveller) to what purpofe, then, has one of thefe fafted 
*¢ to death, and the other offered himfelf up as a faerifice to 
*¢ the Tartarean enemy, to gain a renown which has never 
‘- travelled beyond the precincts of Chinag’ 


‘ There is fcarce a village in Europe, and not one univer- 
‘ fity, that is not thus furnifhed with its little great men. 
‘ The head of a petty corporation, who oppofes the defigns 
‘ of a Prince, who would tyrannicaily force his fubjects. to 
‘ fave their beft cloaths for Sundays ;_ the puny pedant, who 
‘ finds one undifcovered property in the Polype e, deicribes an. 
¢ unheeded procefs in the fkeleton of amole, and whofe mind, 
* like his microfcope, perceives nature only in detail; the 
¢ rhymer, who makes fmooth verfes, and paints to our ima- 
‘ gination, when he fhould only {peak to our hearts, all 
¢ equally fancy themfelves walking forward to immortality, 
‘ and defire the crowd behind them to look on. The crowd 
‘ takes them at their word. Patriot, Philofopher, and Poct, 
‘ are fhouted in their train. Where was there ever fo much 
‘ merit feen? no times fo important as our own ; ages, yet 
‘ unborn, {hall gaze with wonder and applaufe! ‘To fuch 
‘ mufic, the important pigmy moves forward, buftling and 
* {welling, and aptly compared to a puddle in a _ficrm. 


¢ [have lived to fee Generals who once had crowds hallo- 
© ing after them wherever they went; who were bepraifed by 
‘ news-papers and magazines, thofe echoes of the voice of 
the vulgar, and yet they have long funk into merited ob- 
© fourlty, 
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fcurity, with fcarce even an epitaph left to fatter. A few 
years ago the herring oa employed all Grub-ftreet 3 
it was the topic in every coffee-houfe, and the burthen of 
every ballad. We were to drag up oceans of gold from the 
bottom of the fea; we were to fupply all Europe with 
herrings upon our own terms. At prefent, we hear no 
more of all this. We have fifhed up very little gold that 
I can learn ; nor do we furnifh the world with herrings, as 
was expected. Let us wait but a few years lenger, and we 
¢ fhall find all our expectations an herring fifhery.’ 
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Harmonics, or the Philofophy of Mufical Sounds, By Robert 
Smith, D. D. F.R.S. and Majfter of Trinity-College in the 
Univerfity of Cambridge. Second Edition, 8vo. 6s. Mer- 
ril at Cambridge, and Dod, in London, 


AVING given a general abftraét of this excellent 

treatife in our Review for July, 1749, we fhall here 
only mention the moft material improvements, the Author 
has made in the prefent edition; and even this cannot be 
better done, than in his own words. 


‘ In this fecond edition of thefe harmonics, befides many 
‘ fmaller improvements, the properties of the periods, beats 
and harmony of imperfect confonances are more explicitly 
demonttrated (a) and confirmed by very eafy experiments 
(b). The ultimate ratios of the periods and beats, which 
are generally more ufeful and elegant than the exact ratios, 
are proved to be fufficiently accurate for moft purpofes in 
harmonics (c). More methods are added for finding the 
pitch of an organ (d) and for tuning it, either by eftima- 
tion and judgment of the ear (e), or more exactly and 
readily by ifochronous beats of different concords (f), as 
well as by complete tables of beats. An enquiry is made 
whether coincident pulfes be necefiary, or only. accidental 
toa perfect confonance (g). 
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(2) Lemma to prop 1x, and prop. :x, x1 and corollaries. 
(b) Prop. x1. fchol. 2. 

(c) Prop. x1. fchol. 1. 

(d) Prop. xviti. and ichol &c. 

(e) Seét. 1x. art. 1. 

(f) Prop. xx. fchol. 2. 

(g) Prop. x1. {chol. 4. art. 7. &c. 






























46 Smit H’s Harmonies. 


Pr a ee 2 oe 


re oe a oe 2 


naan ea #A 


re ee we oe we oe om 2) 


¢ And laftly, asthe harpficord has neither ftrings nor keys 
for any of thefe founds D*, 4*, E*, B*, Fe*, f°, D, 
G», &c. which yet are fo often wanted that far the greater 
part of the beft compofitions cannot be performed without 
them, except by fubitituting for them F, B’, F, C, G, 
G*, C*, F*, &c. refpectively, which by differing from 
them by near a fifth part of the tone, make very bad har- 
mony; and as the old expedient for introducing fome of 
thofe founds by inferting more keys in every octave, is 
quite laid afide by reafon of the difficulty in playing upon 
them; I have therefore Invented a better expedient, by 
caufing the feveral keys of thofe fubftitutes, £°, B, F, 
C, G, G*, C*, F*, &c. to ftrike either £ or D*, Be 
or A*, F or E*, C or B¥, G or F**, G* or 4°, C*¥ or 
D>, F* or G@», &c. 


‘ For fince both the founds in any one of thofe couples 
are feldom or never ufed in any one piece of mufic, the, 
mufician by moving a few ftops before he begins to play it, 
can immediately introduce that found in each couple, 
which he forefees is either always or ofteneft ufed in the 
piece before him. 


‘ Two different conftructions of thofe ftops are here de- 
fcribed (h), one of which is applicable at a fmall expence 
to any harpficord ready made, and the other to a new harp- | 
fichord, and upon putting them both in practice, they have 
perfectly anfwered my expectation. 


‘ Several properties and advantages of this changeable 
fcale are defcribed in the eighth fection. In a word, the 
very wort keys in the common defective f{cale, by chang- 
ing a few, founds are prefently made as complete as the beft 
in that feale, and more harmonious too, becaufe the 
changeable fcale admits of the very beft temperament, and, 
which is another advantage, will therefore ftand longer in 


tune than the common {cale which cannot admit that tem- 
perament. 


‘ Thefe improvements of the harpfichord, it is hoped, 
may encourage others to apply the like methods to the fcale 


of the organ, which is equally capable of them and to 
greater advantages.’ 


Referring thofe, who are ftrangers to this work, to the 


abitract above-mentioned ; we prefume it needlefs to enter 
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more particularly into the merits of a performance, which, 
in the few years fince its firft publication, has fo powerfully 
recommended itfelf as to be held in the greateft eftimation, 
as well by thofe who are verfed in the theory of mufic, as by 
every lover of mathematical and philofophical fcience. 


We cannot, however, difmifs this article without repeat- 
ing an obfervation made, by our learned and ingenious Au- 
thor, in his former preface, as it perfectly coincides with our 
own fentiments relating to the extenfive ufe that might be 
made of his elaborate and curious enquiries. The obferva- 
tion is this; * that, as almoft all forts of fubftances are per- 
petually fubject to very minute vibrating motions, and ald 
our fenfes and faculties feem chiefly to depend upon fuch 
motions excited in the proper organs, either by outward 
objects or the power of the will, there is reafon to expect, 
that the theory of vibrations given in this work will not 
prove ufclefs in promoting the philofophy of other things 
befides mufical founds.’ 


a 
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We hope, alfo, this hint will not be loft upon fuch as 
have inclination and talents to purfue phyfical refearches, to 
any degree of improvement. 





An Effay on Fundamentals; reprefenting the genuine Marks and 
Characters of a fundamental tro¢trine; and what are the true 
undamental Doéirines of the Gofpel; with a ferious Pro- 
pofal of Union and Peace among all true Proteftants. By 
H. Moore. 8vo. 1s. Davey and Law. 


HIS Effay is written with great candor, and an ex- 

cellent {pirit——-The Author fets out with lamenting 
that fo few of the virtues and beauties of Chriftianity fhould 
be copied out in the lives and manners of its Profeflors ; 
that thofe, who pretend to know moft of religion, and boaft 
of the higheft attainments therein, fhould be fo fond of fet- 
ting up for the heads of a party, and of exercifing fo much 
bitternefs and animofity towards all thofe that differ from 
them. If we look a little narrowly into the grounds and 
reafons of this temper and condud@, it will appear, Mr AZore 
thinks, that it arifes, in a great meafure, from Chriftians 
conceiving of the Gofpel, as confifting of a fet of mental 
notions or doétrinal articles, fome of which they confecrate 
under the fpecious name of Fundamentals, fet them up as the 
main ground and bafis of the Gofpel, eftablifh them in the 
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room of true religion, and at the fame time make them the 
rule and meafure of their temper and behaviour towards all - 
the reft of their Fellow-Chriftians. 


In order to obviate, in fome meafure, fuch palpable 
miftakes, and, as far as poffible, prevent the pernicious con- 
fequences that generally flow from them, our Author ex- 
amines into the nature and quality of fundamental do¢trines, 
and endeavours to fhew what is the diftinguifhing character 
of the Gofpel, the true and grand foundation upon which it 
is built; that it may evidently appear to every Chriftian, 
where his chief dependance is to be placed, and where all his 
nobleft hopes and moft valuable intereits muft neceflarily cen- 
ter and reft. 


The firft lays down the genuine marks and characters of 
a fundamental doctrine, and then particularly fhews, what 
are the true fundamental doétrines of the Gofpel. Every 
fundamental doctrine, we are told, muft be clear and per- 
{fpicuous ; common and univerfal; abfolutely neceflary to 
true religion; and fuch as a ehends every other religious 
truth. * Whatever doétrine, fays Mr. Afzore, does not in- 
clude in it every thing neceflary to true religion, but wants 
fomething befides to render it compleat ; or whatever doc- 
trines they be, which men may believe and profefs, and 
yet continue deftitute of true religion, cannot belong to 
the eilence of the Goipel ; and therefore no doétrines that 
are not in themfelves fuffigient to conftitute a religious 
character, can in any pr oper fenfe be faid to be fundamen- 
tal, for this is implied in the very notion of a fundamental, 
that it is the pillar, or foundation of religion, upon which 
it was firlt built, by which it is continually fupported, upon 
which every thing elfe has its main dependence, and with- 
out which it cannot fubfift; it being that which cements 
the whole body, unites tosether all its vatious parts and 
members, and forms them into a regular ftructure, into 
one uniform beautiful building; and hence it is eaf 
to fee, that a fundamental muft be one uniform individual 
thing, that joins and connects the whole body, operates 
upon every part, and diifutes life and ftrength through the 
whole.’ 
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Having endeavoured to mark the eflential charaGters of a 
fundamental doétrine, our Author proceeds to fhew what are 
the true fundamental doctrines of the Gofpel. And here he 
refers us to the explicit declaration of Chrift himfelf, whofe 
judgment mutt be decifive and final. Our Lord’s determina- 
tion of the matter, is particularly recorded by the Evangelift 
ohity 
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Fobn, in that noble confeffion, fo juftly celebrated by the 
Apoftle Paul, which our Lord mate in his defence before 
Pilate, the Roman Governor.——efus anfwered and faid, my 
kingdom is not of this world, &c. 


The. great diftinguifhing chara€ter of the Gofpel, the 
foundation upon which it is built, and in which all the fore- 
going marks and characters do entirely meet, and abfolutely 
center, according to our Author, is this ;—That Chrift is 
our fpiritual Sovereign and Head, and we the Subjeéts of his 
{piritual Kingdom. As this, in Mr. AZcore’s opinion, is the 
main foundation on which the Religion and Church of Chrift 
are built, fo it was the great thing, we are told, the whole, 
that was ever required by our Saviour, and his Apoftles, to be 
believed and profefled by Chriftians, in order to their admif- 
fion into the Church, to qualify them for the fellowfhip of 
Saints, and to entitle them to all the diftinguifhed bleffings 
and privileges of the Gofpel. He does not fay, that there 
are no other truths that wquld become fit and worthy to be 
entertained afterwards, when Chriftians were more fully ac- 
quainted with the Gofpel ; but that no other are required 
and laid down as foundations, as neceflary to admiffion, and 
terms of Chriftian Communion, and whatever other truths 
might be neceflary afterwards, to be raifed as a fuperftruc- 
ture upon this foundation, would follow of courfe, and un- 
avoidably flow from it; as every Chriftian that has fincerel 
fubjected his foul and confcience to the government and will 
of Chrift, will always be readily difpofed to embrace every 
truth and doctrine, that appears to be fupported by his au- 
thority, and contained in his word. : 


‘ What thofe doétrines are, fays our Author, is not m 
© bufinefs to determine here, as that muft be left to the con- 
* fcience of every particular Chriftian, to form the beft 
‘ judgment he can, from the reprefentation that is given of 
* the doGrines of Chrift, and the Conftitutions of the A- 
poftles, in the Sacred Scriptures ; and therefore it is im- 
poffible but that, as to thefe things, the Sentiments of 
Chriftians muft be very different one from the other, ac- 
cording to the different capacities, apprehenfions, oppor- 
tunities, and advantages they are intrufted with ; but none 
of thefe things will have the leaft influence upon their 
fpiritual ftate or intere{t, either here or. hereafter, pro- 
vided they are firmly fixed upon the firft great foundation. 


‘ We do not read either that Chrift, or any of his A- 
‘ poftics, ever thought of forming religion into a fyftem of 


‘ doétrines, or a certain number of fpeculative truths, to 
Rev. Jan. 1760. E ‘ be 
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‘ be univerfally received by Chriftians ; they never imagined 
« that this would, be a proper way to fecure the faith of the 
© Gofpel; all that they expected, from Chriftians was, their 
© belief of Chrift’s fpiritual authority and dominion, as the 
< fovereign and head of his Church ; which indeed includes 
‘ every other truth effential to the Gofpel, and whoever be- 
‘ Jieves the one, muft neceflarily receive all the other. All 
¢ therefore. that Chriftians need be concerned for, or are 
© obliged to perform in this refpect, is to preferve uncorrupt 
« and inviolable, in its native purity and fimplieity, that moft 
¢ excellent and perfect. form of found words, wnich ‘Chrift 
¢ and his Apoftles. have left us, and which renders all other 
¢ artificial forms and all: human compofitions needlefs and 
‘ fuperfluous; namely, that noble confeffion which on 
« Chrif?s demand, Peter made; and. which Chrift declares 
« was not fuggefted to him by fie/b and blood, but revealed by 
* his Father which is in Heaven, Thou art Chrift the Son of the 
‘ Living Ged. and accordingly was this ever after moft juftl 
‘ ‘eftablifhed, as the only unvariable rule and ftandard of the 
© Chriftian Faith, the one individual uniform term and con- 
© dition of admiffion into the Church, of acceptance with 
« God here, and of eternal falvation hereafter; as we may 
‘ fee in the profeffion of the Eumuch and of others.’ 


R. 
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A Letter addreffed te TwoGreat Men, on the Profpeét of Peace’; 


and the Terms neceffary to be infifted upon in. the-Negociation. 
$vo. 1s. Millar. 


T is eafy to forefee that the arduous bufinefs of peace- 
making, will occafion violent divifions among the. turbu- 
lent politicians of this metropolis. Every one ereéts himfelf 
into a plenipotentiary, and boldly gives laws. to. Europe. 
Various, are the fchemes which have been already recony- 
mended, all different in their principles, and difagreeing in 
their propofitions: fo that the enfuing treaty will not, in all 
proWability, give that general fatisfaction, which we could 
wifh to be the refult of the expected negociation, Amidft a 
diverfity of opinions, our Minifters may well exclaim guid 
Jequar ? aut quem? Neverthelefs from the oppofitions. of 
jentiment on this important fubjeét, they may be better able 
to comprehend the full extent of the bufinefs, and a@ fo as 
to merit the approbation of the difpaffionate few. 


Among 

















ae A Leiter to two Great Men. 1 
Among the feveral projectors who have uinftruéted the 
Miniftry on this occafion, our Letter-writer' is moft deferv- 


ing attention. He not only appears in the ‘light of afi able. 


writer, but of a fhrewd politician, and a warm frierid to Kis 
country. He feems to be well informed ofthe progrefs, and 
effects. of former negociations,, and to be as. well acquainted 
with the political views and faithlefs conduc. of our. enemies. 
He likewife difcovers no flight intimacy with the charaéters 
of fome of our former ftatefmen, and.he {peaks fo .circum- 
ftantially of fome occurrences during, Lord rf misiftry, 
as may induce us to believe that he was-either an actor in, 
er an interefted obferver, of thofe tranfactions. ' 


The terms, however, which he deems Aedéflary to be 
infifted upon in the expeéted. hegociation; are hot perhaps 
all of them, fo expedient as they appear td our Author. 
Our limits will not pérmit us to give fo exact an afialyfis of 
his {chetne, as we could wifh, or to expatiate greatly on fuch 
propofitions as we may be inclined to controvert ; neverthe- 
lefs, we propofe to give our readers a general idea of our 
Author’s plan, with fome curfory animadverfions on fuch 
parts of it as appear moft exceptionable. 

The firft point which he takes under confideration, is the 
choice of plenipotentiaries; and here he laments, that fo few 
among the great are capable of conducting the arduous jtafk 
of making a peace. In cafe, however, fit perfons fhould not 
be found among us for this‘purpofe, he recommends the alter- 
native of concluding a treaty at London ; and of appointing 
thofe Minifters who directed the war, as plenipotentiaries to 
conduct a peace. : 

He then proceeds to entimerate the thoft remarkable in- 
ftances of French perfidy, which Have given. rife to all the 
troubles’ of Europe for above thefe hundred yeats ; from the 
peace of Wiftpbalia down’ to the treaty of Arx l¢ Chapelle : 
but lie infifts more particularly on their. perfdious’ behaviour 
with refpe&t to Dunkirk and North. America, He therefore 
fropofes that, before dny new treaty. cotnmentces,) juftice 
may be done to the nation with regard. to former treaties. 
and that Durikirk be demolifhed previous to the enfui Q 
ciation: or if that cannot be complied with, that hg es 
fhould bé given to us, as a fecufity that it fhall be faith i 
complied’ with, within a limitted time after the treaty fhall 
be concluded. | , ars Sn 

The latter propofition in truth feems moft reaforiable :_ for 


we cannot fuppofe that the enemy would demolifh Dunkirk 
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beforea treaty begins, and before they are aflured whether a 
peace will be concluded or not. It might be imperious in 
us to demand, and abfurd in them to comply with fuch 
terms. 


The Letter-writer in the next place turns his eyes to our 
North American conquefts, ftrongly recommending it as a 
principle mot to give up any of them: and he infifts with great 
earneftnefs on the neceffity of keeping Canada. If that is 
left to us, he apprehends that Louifbourg, though of infinite 
fervice to France, can be of little or no ufe to England. 
He therefore propofes to demolifh the fortifications of Loui/- 
bourg, and to remove the inhabitants to Nova Scotia. But, 


he adds, let Cape Breton unfortified and unguarded be left 


apen to the French, if their right to fifh in fome parts of thofe 
feas be continued: and he wifhes to fee it continued, as the 
refufal of it, he apprehends would be rather unreafonable. 


This propofal of the Letter-writer’s feems highly incon- 
fiderate. To leave the French their right of fifhery, would 
afford them a nurfery for their feamen, and their vicinity 
would not only give room for future difputes, but their fifh- 
ery would fupply them with one of the moft effectual means 
of recruiting their ftrength, fo as to be able once more to 
fupport perfidy by violence. 


With regard to our other conquefts, the Letter-writer 
hints that the poffeffion of Guadeloupe, an additional fugar- 
ifland, when we have fo many of our own, ought not to be 
infifted on fo ftrenuoufly as to make it a condition of peace: 
and that, though Senegal and Goree are of real importance in 
the Slave and Gum trades, our own Awp¢rican fettlements have 
hitherto fupplied us with flaves fufficient for our American 
purpofes: and that the trade for gum, is perhaps not of con- 
fequence cnough to make us amends for the annual mortality 
of our brave countrymen, employed to guard the African coafts. 


. Here the Writer’s propofal, with refpect to the ceffion of 
Guadeloupe, may by many be deemed inexpedient. It is 
generally thought that our fugar colonies are not fufficiently 
extenfive, and that the retention of Guadaloupe would confe- 
quently be of great advantage to the fugar trade. 


Our Author having given his thoughts concerning the dif- 
pofat of our conquefts, then changes the fcene, and offers 
fome~propofitions for the fettlement of affairs in Germany. 
He gives it as his opinion, that the continental meafures now 
adopted by England, were neceflary: and that the efforts 
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which the French have made in Germany, and the refiftance 
they have there met with, by thecare of the Britifh admi- 
niftration, have contributed more than perhaps we could ex- 
peét, to our fuccefles in America, and other parts of the 
world, ) 


In this opinion, we are ready to acquiefce with our Au- 
thor. We are perfuaded that the vaft.armies the enemy have 
been obliged to maintain in Weftphalia, and on the Rhine, 
and the prodigious fubfidies they have been obliged to ad- 
vance to their allies, have involved them in fuch enormous 
expences, as have prevented them from ftrengthening them- 
felves at fea, and thereby facilitated our conquefts. On this 
occafion, we cannot fufficiently wonder at the ridiculous ob- 
ftinacy of fome fhallow politicians, who, from the impro- 
priety of former continental engagements, argue with un- 
diftinguifhing zeal againft all connections whatever on the 
continent. 


The Letter-writer is further of opinion, that the confe- 
deracy againft the King of Pruffia may be broken; but, if 
contrary to our wifhes and endeavours, his Pruffian Majefty 
fhould pA unable to defend himfelf, he propofes, that * What- 
¢ ever conquefts we have made, and may ftill make upon the 
¢ French, except North America, fhould be given back to 
¢ the French, for extricating the King of Pruffia out of any 
© unforefeen diftreffes.” If on the other hand, the King of 
Pruffia fhould extricate himfelf, from the dangers which fur- 
round him, he propofes thefe conquefts to be empl to re- 
cover Neuport and Oftend from the hands of the French, 


In thefe propofals however, there is perhaps, more gene- 
rofity than difcretion. We fee no reafon why we fhould 
refign our prefent and future acquifitions, on fuch confidera- 
tions: and retain no advantage for ourfelves, but North 
America, gained at the expence of fo many millions.—An 
expence which we ought to be’re-imburfed, in money, or 
fomething equivalent. | 


In the conclufion, the Letter-writer expatiates with great 
warmth and earneftnefs, on the dangers to which our con- 
ftitution is expofed at home, from the encreafe of the na- 
tional debt, the eftablifhment of ftanding armies, and the 
eagernefs of our nobility to wear the badge of military fub- 
jection. Upon the whole, the writer appears to be a man 
of fenfe and knowledge; and though fome of his propofi- 
tions do not carry conviction with’them, they yet afford mat- 
ter of ufeful confideration. . Kd 
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Reafons why the approaching Treaty of Peace, fhould be debated 
_in Parkament: As a Method moft Expedient and Conftitutional, 
Jn a Letter addreffed to a Great Man. And occafioned by the 
Perufal of a Letter addreffed to Two Great Men. 8vo, 
ss. Griffiths, 


SHE public, in our opinion, is much indebted to the 
T fpirited Author of this Pamphlet, for his endeavours 
toYevive the true and original ufe of Parliament. He writes 
with boldnefs, yet with decency: he not only appears to be 
aman of learning, but one intimately acquainted with the 
Englifh Hiftory, deeply verfed in the principles of the Bri- 
tith Conftitiition, and a warm Friend to Liberty. But let 
the Reader judge for himfelf, from the extracts we fhall 

‘His propofition is founded on a paflage in the celebrated 
Letter addrefled to Two Great Men, wherein that writer 
premifes that, ** by the extinétion of factious oppofition, 
*¢ the Channel Of parliamentary Inftruction is ftopped, fo 
s¢ that no other but that of the Prefs is left open, for thofe 
“¢ heads of ‘advice, to which it may be worth a Minifter’s 
** while to attend.” 


- On this paflage, our very ingenious Author animadverts in 
the following terms. ‘ Surely, fays he, it muft furprize, and 
6s grieve every lover of the Britif& Conftitution to hear, from 
* fuch good authority, that the extinction of faétious oppo- 
¢ fition by the happy unanimity of every party, fhould have 
¢ clofed the channel of parliamentary inftruction, Can in- 
¢~ ftruétion then never reach the ears of a Minifter in Par- 
¢ liament, but from the mouth of oppofition ? 


_© Lufe the word oppofition here, in the fenfe in which the 
* letter-writer employs it :, not as denoting a difference of 
‘opinion, but a variance, of party, and difagreement of 
¢ faction, | 

*, Inftrugtion conveyed through fuch a channel, can only 
* ferve. to gratify malignity on the one hand, and mortify 
*_ pride on the other, ‘a like the application. of a cauftic, 
* which muff torture the patient, elute it can operate to 
«his benefit, , the pat POU A SAP ORS, £9, 

. £ No one, Sir, can entertain a higher notion of the dig- 
€ nity of Parliaents than myfelf, or bear greater refpedt. to, 
‘-their authority. For the honour, therefore; of thofe auguft 
6 aflemblies, nay, for the credit of human nature, I am un- 
9 Ana? Be § willing 
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willing to believe, that nothing but enmity to a Minifter 
can open the mouths of our Reprefentatives, and that e- 


‘ natorial eloquence has its root in faction, 
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‘ Such a fuppofition, Sir, would be, in the higheft de- 
gree, injurious to the reputation of Parliament. Every 
one is prefumed to come there with a difpofition and an 
ability to ferve his country. Confequently, they will be 
earneft in communicating whatever they deem eflential to 
that purpofe, and refolute in oppofing whatever they ap- 
prehend to have a contrary tendency. 


¢ The difcharge of thefe duties, fuppofes them neither 
biafled by their connections with one party *, or preju+ 
diced by their enmity to another. A real concern for the 
common welfare, will direct every {peech, and determine 
every vote. They will remember that they are fummoned 


together to council, not to wrangle; to debate, not. to 
dictate. 


‘ If the worft of avarice is that of fenfe, the parcimony 
is doubly criminal in a fenator. To advife, is the privi- 
lege, nay, the duty, of every one in Parliament.; to direct; 
can be the lot but of a few. Men may be unanimous about 
the end, yet differ with refpect to the means. 


‘ But fuch is the pride of human nature, that they who 
have a capacity for advifing, afpire to govern. Not con¢ 
tent to draw in friendly concert with others of equal abili+ 
ties, they are eager to take the lead, and fcorm to affift 
thofe whom they cannot rule. 


© It is difficult to conceive any thing more mortifying and 
deplorable, than to fee fa&tion, difappointed.in its towering 
views of ambition, fit down in fullem filence, and ac- 


quiefee with affected unanimity. 


‘ Unanimity-I cannot call it, fince the mind has no fhare 
in the acquiefeence. It is at beft but a negative unibn. 
Neceflity compels an outward conformity, but the will, yet 
continues in oppofition. 


‘ An union of this kind, is like'a broken glafs decorated 
with curious painting. ‘The colours hide the flaw, but de 
not repair the fra¢ture. 


*<«T ufe party here in pejorem fenfum. An aflociation for the 


purpofe of refifting oppreffion or redrefling grievances, is not a par- 
ty in the appropriated fenfe of the word. As Sally? obferves, Hac 


ster bonos amicitia, inter malos fuio ef? 
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© I am willing to fuppofe, however, that there is a far- 
ther, and pardon me if I fay a better, reafon than that 
afligned by the ingenious and worthy letter-writer, why 
the channel of parliamentary inftruction is ftopped on the 
fubject of the expected treaty of peace. 


en A OK 


¢ As the power of denouncing war, and concluding peace, 
* are among the grand prerogatives of the crown, it might 
‘ be indecent, perhaps, in the parliament to anticipate the 
© royal decifion, by recommending terms of accomodation. 


‘ Such a liberty might be thought to entrench too far on 
the Sovereign’s prerogative ; of which every loyal and duti- 
ful fubjeét will be mote than commonly tender. No Prince 
ever exercifed it with fuch lenity and caution, or ever was 
more {crupuloufly attentive to the prefervation of public 
freedom. 


rn Aa A A 


© To open the channel of parliamentary inftrudtion there- 
fore, without trefpafling on the royal perogative, or vio- 
lating the fubfifting unanimity, and thereby eftablifhing the 
moft efficacious method of conducting a treaty of peace, is 
the defign of the prefent treatife. 
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‘ To accomplifh this great and defirable end, you, Sir, 
may be the noble inftrument. As the moft effectual means 
to attain it, it depends upon you, to difpofe our patriot 
Sovereign gracioufly to confult with his faithful and affas- 
tionate Parliament at this important crifis, with regard to 
the terms of the enfuing negociation. 


© The Parliament is aptly ftiled the King’s Grand Council. 
Who fo fit, under the royal favour, for debating about the 
terms of peace, as they who have fo chearfully and gene- 
roufly voted fuch large fupplies for profecuting the war ?— 
Supplies, indeed, which were not granted -in vain, fince 
they have been molt profitably and glorioufly applied. 
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¢ Such a condefcenfion in the crown, would endear his 
Majefty’s memory to the lateft pofterity, and do farther 
honour, Sir, to your adminiftration. It would be the 
brighteft circumftance in the fhining annals of thefe times. 
It would argue that kind confidence in the wifdom and af- 
fection of parliament, which alone, in a government con- 
{tituted like ours, can make a King happy, and the Nation 
profperous. A firm union between the King and People, 
under a free conftitution, adds greater {trength and fecurity 
to a kingdom, than all the fleets and armies which a trea- 
* fury can purchafe,’ | 

Our 
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Our Author after ufing many cogent arguments to fhew 
the prefent expedierice of this mode of negociation, proceeds 
to cite authorities, to prove that the Kings of England have 
confulted with their Parliaments on the fubjects of peace and 
war; and have even refufed te conclude peace without ‘the 
advice and confent of their Parliaments, who have concurred 
in ratifying the terms of fach treaties. Inftances of this kind, 
he produces in the reigns of King John, Henry III, Ed- 
ward I. Edward Il. Edward II. Richard II]. Henry IV. 
Henry V. Henry VI. Edward IV. and Henry VIII. 


He then fhews by what means this practice came to be 
difufed. *¢ It muft be confeffed, he fays, that in the reign 
© of King Henry the VIllth, but more efpecially in the 
‘ reign of Queen Elizabeth, the practice of advifing with 
‘ Parliament on thefe important points began to decline, 
< and the cuftom of referring fuch confiderations to a minif- 
‘ terial junto, gradually took place. 


‘ We all know in what a lofty tone her Majefty ufed 
fometimes to addrefs her Parliament, forbidding them to 
meddle with high concerns of fate. But though, in words, 
fhe prohibited them from fuch confultation, yet, in fact, 
fhe now and then permitted them to give, nay, folicited, 
their advice. 


, a . 2 ae 4 


‘ Her fucceflor, James I. obftinately tenacious of preroga- 
¢ tive, and more jealous of his own Parliament than of foreign 
* powers, took all opportunities of reftraining the freedom 
‘ of debate by his proverbial check, Ne /utor ultra crepidam. 


‘ Parliaments now began to lofe their dignity. They 
were no longer confidered as channels for inftrudtion, but 
* as mines for wealth: Minifters did not dive there for ad- 
‘ vice, but dig for ore. 


* His unhappy fon and fucceffor, Charles I. was tempted 
to purfue the fame unconftitutional fyftem of policy, and 
attempted to govern wholly by minifterial influence. 


© But the Parliament, weary and afhamed of their own 
infignificance, refolved to affert their importance, and, 
without being confulted, took the liberty of remonftrating. 
The calamitous effects which thefe remonftrances asiiabed. 
are fo well known, that I may {pare myfelf the trouble and 
mortification of repeating the melancholy detail. 


‘ Some time before, and after, the crue] and. unparalleled 
execution of that unfortunate Prince, Parliaments, if they 
may 
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may be fo called, were one hour every thing, and the next 
nothing. A deplorable fucceffion of Anarchy, Oligarehy, 
Stratocracy, and Tyranny alternately tore the Conftitution, 
and diftracted the kingdom. 


¢ At the Refloraticn, Parliaments once more recovered thér 
ancient form, but did not regain their wonted influence. 
An indolent and voluptuous Monarch, bound by obligations 
on one hand, and diverted by purfuits of pleafure on the 
other, refigned all his concerns to the direétion of a chofen 
few. In what manner the bufinefs of State was conduéted 


during this reign by a private Junto, we need only confult 


Clarendon and other. Writers. 


‘ His bigotted brother and fucceffor, James EH. juftty pro- 
voked the Parliament once again to affert their authority. 
To their memorable and glorious ftruggle in the caufe of 
Freedom, we owe the happy Revoiurion, which — 
be confidered as the Ara of Britifh Liberty, though, alas ! 
at the fame time the Epoch of Corruption. 


* At that time our valuable Rights were confirmed, and the 
fubje&t’s paflage te the Throne declared legal. But th 
were no fooner granted, than fome were feerctly puch 
and oth¢rs artfully eluded. 


¢ A fuhd of venality was eftablifhed, which made it un- 


© neceflary for Minifters to advife with Parliaments, to whom 
* they had the means of diétating. Our Liberties were 
$ mouldering in fact, while they were ftill frefh upon record. 
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‘ No objection feems now to ofier againft reviving this an- 
cient and conftitutional cuftom of adviftng with Parltament. 
Why fhould lefs diftin@tion and confidence be paid to that 
auguft aflembly now than formerly? Rather why fhould 
they not be honoured with higher: marks of favour and 


truft ? 


« Since the Revolution, the Column of public Preedom 
ftands.on a broader Bafis: and, confequently, inftead of 
requiring-diminution,, the fuperftructure will admit of en- 
largement. . 


© Parliaments, neverthelefs, have too long ceafed: to be. 
what they were at their original inftitution, and what they 
always ought to be, the Grand Council of the Nation. ‘The 
Members.of which it is compofed, have.been too-long con- 
fidered rather as the Bankers than the Counfellors of the 
kingdom: and Minifters have drawn upon them for AZoney, 
whilé they have taken Coun/el of their own pride and intereft.! 

Remarks 
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Remarks on the Letter addreffed to two Great Men. Ina Letter 
to the Author of that Piece. 8vo. 1s. Dodfley. 


The Writer appears to be well acquainted with bufi- 
refs, efpecially with concerns relative to our Colonies. His 
expreffion is free and manly; and his arguments clofe and 
conneétive. He has taken a general view of the Plan of 
Peace propofed by the Letter-Writer, and has made fome 
very powerful objections to the moft material propofitions. 


He firft very juftly takes notice, that the Letter-Writer’s 
infifting on the demolition of Dunkirk, as a Preliminary to 
the Preliminaries of Peace, is an idea altogether extravagant ; 
and as little juftified by precedent as reafon. France, he 
fays, might afk very reafonably, what fecurity we propofe to 
give, if fhe fhould fubmit to this ¢xtraordinary previous Pre- 
liminary, that we fhall even then confent on our fide to an 
equitable Peace? He adds, that his great objection ta this 
part'of the Plan does not arife from the nature of the thing 
defired, but refpects the time and manner in which it is re- 
quired to be done. 


Ti hand of a Mafter is evident in thefe Remarks. 
I 


Qur Author then proceeds to examine the Letter-Writer’s 
Propofitions with regard to the giving up Guadeloupe, Senegal, 
and Goree; and the retaining Canada. Before he contro- 
verts thefe propofals, he very properly premifes, that the 
views which every State ought to have at the making of Peace 
may be reduced to two. 


1ft, To attain thofe objects for which fhe went to War. 
And, 


adly, To receive fome reafonable indemnification for the . 


charges fhe has incurred in carrying it on, 


He then confiders the poffeffion of Canada in thefe two. 
lights. Firft, he fays, we do not claim any original right to 
Canada; and, as to keeping it on the principle of fecurity, 


he proceeds to fhew, that as France is ‘tappily reduced: to’ 


cede us fuch boundaries in America, as may be thought pro- 


per to demand, we may fecure them by raifing Englifh Forts. 


at fuch Paffes as may at once make ts refpectable to the French 
and to the Indian nations, : 


As to the fecond point, he confiders whether Canada;be a 
better indemnification for the expences. of the war, than all 
our other conquefts put together ; which the Letter-Writer 
gives 
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gives up with cafe. Previous to this comparifon, he weighs 
the Letter-Writer’s reafon for giving up Guadeloupe; which 
is, ** That we have already fo many Sugar iflands of our 
“© own.” If any argument, he fays, could pofiibly be drawn 
from our having abundance of territory, furely it holds much 
ftronger with regard to North-America, where one of our 
Provinces alone, has more land than our, and all the French, 
Sugar-iflands put together. 


The Remarker then takes notice, that in one of our greateft 
Sugar-iflands we labour under a fort of monopoly, and other 
difadvantages, hard, if not impoffible, to be remedied. That 
another ifland, meaning Barbadoes, formerly one of our beft, 
is at prefent much exhaufted ; and that the reft, except An- 
tigua perhaps, are quite inconfiderable; fo inconfiderable, 
that the iflands which, as dependants on Guadeloupe, are 
{carce ever mentioned, are much more valuable. He adds, 
that it was no fooner found that the King of Denmark was 
intent on fettling the ifland of Santa Cruz, than fome confi- 
derable Planters immediately removed thither; and it is now 
almoft wholly fettled by the Engli/b. Many, he adds, have 
aGtually interefts in Martinico; and Guadeloupe was {carce 
taken, when our Planters flocked thither, and immediately 
made confiderable purchafes, fenfible of the fuperiority of 
this ifland, and the defe&ts of our own. 


In confequence of thofe wants and difadvantages, the Au- 
thor obferves, that our Sugar-iflands produce little more than 
what ferves the home coniumption. About the time of the 
treaty of Utrecht, we fupplied the greateft part of the Sugar 
confumption throughout Europe. From the year 1715 to 
1719, we exported one year with anether 18580 hogfheads of 
Sugar; but from 1719 to 1722, we fell to lefs than half, 
and continued regularly on the decreafe till 1739, in which 
year our Sugar exports had fallen to 4078 hogfheads; fince 
that time it has fallen almoft to nothing. 


France, on the other hand, at the treaty of Utrecht ex- 
ported no Sugars; but in 1740, when the Britifh trade in 
that article was in amanner annihilated, France, after ferv- 
ing her home confumption at a very eafy rate, exported no, 
lefs than 80,000 hogfheads of Sugar; which, with the gains 
of the commiffion, &c. was reputed to be worth to. France 
more than a million Sterling, to employ forty thoufand tons 
of fhipping, and four thoufand feamen, folely in bringing 
from the Weft-Indies to Europe. 


Having 
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Having thus invalidated the Letter-Writer’s reafons for re- 
jecting Guadeloupe, our Author confiders the value of Ca- 
nada, in comparifon with our other acquifitions. If wecom- 
pare the value of the returns of Canada, fays he, even while 
it fourifhed moft by its encroachments on us, with thofe of 
se we fhall find them in no degree of competition. 
The Furr trade is its whole trade to Europe: but Guadeloupe 
befides the great quantities of fugars, cotton, indigo, coffee, 
and ginger, which it fends to market, carries on a trade with 
the Caraccas, and other parts of the Spanifh Main; the re- 
turns for which are almoft wholly in ready money. With- 
out eftimating the land, the houfes, the works, and the 
goods in the ifland, the flaves, at the loweft valuation, are 
worth upward of one million two hundred and fifty thoufand 
pounds Sterling. It is a known fact, that they make more 
Sugar in Guadeloupe than in any of our iflands, except Ja- 
maica. This branch alone, befide the employment of fo 
much fhipping, and fo many feamen, will produce clear, three 
hundred thoufand pounds per ann. toour Merchants. Hay- 
ing fufficient from our own iflands for our home confumption, 
the whole Sugar-produce of Guadeloupe will be exported, 
and confequently be fo much clear money to Great Britain : 
and the whole produce of Canada, though it were all export- 
ed from England, and exported compleatly manufactured, 
would not amount to the value of that fingle article xmanu- 
faétured; nor would it employ the twentieth part of the fhip- 
ping and the feamen. 







For thefe reafons, and others which feem extremely co- 
gent, our Author is againft facrificing Guadeloupe to Canada. 
Nay, he goes fo far as to fay, that if we might have’Canada 
without any facrifice at all, we ought not to defire it. For 
that, if the people of our Colonies find no check from Ca- 
nada, they will extend themfelves, almoft without bounds, 


into the inland parts, which may be productive of ill con- 
fequences. 


With regard to Senegal and Goree, he concurs with the 
Letter-Writer in not making them the principal objeéts of 
our negociations at the Congrefs for a Peace: becaufe he 
thinks we ought to be as moderate in our terms, as is con- 
fiftent with a reafonable indemnification ; and becaufe in the 
nature of things, it is impoffible for us to retain all. Upon 
the whole, he concludes, that if we gain Guadeloupe, we 
gain as great an acquifition as ever this nation gained by any 
Lreaty, or any War, and that, if itis poffible to retain this, 
we need not afk for more. 


The 
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Thic Remarker controverts many other particulars in the 
Letter, which our limits will not allow us to take notice of, 
But the epitome we have made, will be fufficient to give the 
Reader a general idea of this little piece, and excite his ¢u. 


riofity to perufe it entire. , a 
R foe 





ACCOUNT or FOREIGN BOOKS. 


Effai fur P Adminifiration desTerres. 8vo. Paris. Heriffant, 
1759. Or, 


An Effay on the Management of Landed Eftates. 


\ HOULD we judge of the merit of books, by the uti- 
x) lity they are likely to be of to Society, there are few we 
fhould prefer to the traét before us. Itis, indeed, a judicious 
and fenfible performance, founded on the trueft principles’ of 
civil polity, and calculated to ferve the moft important pur- 
pofes. 


As the Populoufnefs of a State, fays our Author, contri- 
butes to its ftrength, fo doth the culture of its foil contribute 
to its population. In a country well-peopled alfo, the value 
of land increafes in proportion to its divifion, or the number 
of landholders and hufbandmen; as the quantity of provi- 
fions, their confumption, and exportation, unlefs prohibited, 
increafes'in the fame proportion with the number of thofé who 
are employed in the cultivation of the foil. 


Tn proportion alfo, as money becomes plenty, the price of 
corhmiédities is raifed, and the produce of land becomes mare 
valuable. Hence the proprietors of land have a confiderable 
advantage over Annuitants and Stock-holders; the income 
of thé latter béing fubject to many accidents, and, at_beft, 
incapable of fuch augmentation as that of Landholders; 
whofe principle is mére fecure, and whofe profit increafes with 
the confumption and rife of provifions: a circumftance that 
impoverifhes the poffeflors of Funds, whofe intereft remains 
the fame, however dear the neceflaries of life. 


After thefe, and other general obfervations, our Author 
proceeds to examine the advantages of letting lands on Jeafe: 
a cuftom that, however convenient it is to the proprietor, by 
afcertaining his income, he thinks ought not to obtain uni- 
verfally. “There ate fome eftates which, he thinks, it is 
the intereft of the Proprictor to leafe out, and others which 
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it were better he kept in his own hands; or, at leaft, had 


under foure.diretion.. It were proper, for inftance, to leafe 
out lands that, though rich in themfelves, requite confiderable 
labour and time in their cultivation and improvement: al- 
ways obferving, however, to let no more to one Tenant than 
he can fufficiently attend to, and occupy. 


In Eftates too extenfive, a Farmer cannot drefs and improve 
the more diftant parts; it would coft him too much time and 
labour. He, therefore, generally turns them into pafturage, 
and can afford to hold fuch land only at the low price of poor 
ground, altho’, with proper cultivation, it might produce-as 
good crops as any on the Effate. 


This Writer hence advifes. the Proprietor, to divide fuch 
extenfive farms into {maller ones. At the fame time, however, 
he is.not inattentive to the inconveniences.of having them too 
fmall. A too great number of little farms, fays he, fhould 
be carefully avoided. ‘The repairs they require, diminifh 
confiderably the profits arifing from. the rent; and befides, 
the poverty of the Tenants is an.invincible obftacle:to their 
improvement; as they can neither keep a fufficient ftock of 
cattle, or be at the neceflary expence of manure and tillage. 
There is alfo little encouragement to induftry among people 
fo extremely poor.. Our author is for conning farms to fuch 
an extent, as that.each fhail be manageable with one plough. 
This method, however, is not very definite, unlefs the quan- 
tity of pafturage be determined. 


We fhall pafs over the particular rules and methods laid 
down to improve the different kinds of foil, mentioned by 
this Writer; as well as the application of them to different 
ufes, i.e. the planting of trees, vines, &c. thefe being more 
particularly applicable tohisown country. Both the Gentle- 
man and Farmer, however, are interefted in his general ob- 
fervations on Agriculture, and its improvements. The »pre- 
fence of Landholders of large property, he thinks, indifpen- 
ni neceflary to the well-being of their eftates: for which 
reafon they fhould refide chiefly on fome part of them. For 
fince Noblemen and Gentleman of confiderable fortunes have 
quitted their country-houfes, and flocked in‘fhoals to large ci- 
ties, to indulge themfelves in luxury; their eftates, and the 
country in general, have degenerated. 


It is impoffible, continues he, to drefs the foil without a 
number of people; and the domeftics of a la-ge family, living 
on theeftate, befide adding immediately to tae number of la- 
bourers, make work for the fubfiftence of maa y others: all which 
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now live huddled up in large cities, drawn together by the 
general concourfe of the great to thofe unhealthy and diffo- 
jute theatres of vice and diffipation. 


The manufaétories alfo, and the profits arifing from trade, 
attraét too many of our hufbandmen, who too often engage 
themfelves, or bring up their children, inthem ; thinking it 
a much eafier life to work under cover, than to bear the hard- 
fhip of the feafons in the open air. Hence, fays our Author, 
la compagne eft devenue deferte. “There is no doubt alfo, but in 
every country, as well as in France, where the fame caufes 
operate they will produce proportionable effects. 


The protection and encouragement, which it is the interef 
of every Landholder of importance to give his Tenants, is 
ftrongly infifted on by this Writer. 


To relieve the poorer fort in their real neceffities, as loffes, 
ficknefs'; &c. to furnifh them, by way of loan, with mone 
or provifions, to enable them to go on with their labour; to 
infift on the repayment, on the firft appearance of their abi- 
lity ; to facilitate as much as poffible the means of that abi- 
lity ; and to purchafe their grain and commodities, at parti- 
cular feafons, when they cannot finda market: thefe, fays 
our author, are the means to animate them to labour, and 
to attach them as well to the intereft of their patron, 
as theirown. With refpeé& to the flothful and idle, he ad- 
‘vifes, and very juftly, that no affiftance whatever be affoxd- 
ed them; while, at the fame time, no means fhould be {pared 
to induce the induftrious labourer, or artifan, to fettle on 
the fpot. Induftry and emulation increafe by the concourfe 
of different occupations ; and there are a thoufand ways of 
employing families to advantage.—By their number, alfo, 
both provifions and their price are augmented, and the value 
of eftates fo cultivated, proportionably increafed. 


As to the farmer in particular, we are told, he ought to 
be encourared to make new experiments, or to repeat fuch as 
have been elfewhere made with fuccefs ; and, in cafe his firft 
effay does not fucceed, the landlord fhould indemnify him, 
enable him to repeat it at his own expence, or to try fome 
other method more promifing of fuccefs; by which means 
he will, in time, enable his tenants to bear difappointment, 
without giving up the hopes of fucceeding another time ; 
and convince them that, fooner or later, the land will cer- 
tainly provide well for thofe, who cultivate it affiduoufly. 
This method is, indeed, neceflary; for, fays our Author, 
the hufbandman ts generally timid; his capacity too limited 
to 
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to judge of confequences he has not experienced; or to 
prevent his difcouragement when unfucce(sful. _Inftructed 
by his father to go one way to work, he would as foon > 
change his religion as take another. There have been two 
cows in his family, ever fince he could remember, and he 
does not fo much as dream of the poffibility of his having 
four. | 


With a view to the encouragement of this clafs of people, 
as the immediate ftrength of the ftate, it is obferved, that S 
it is among them only, that proper recruits are to be found | 
for our armies, in time of war. Accuftomed, fays he, to - 
work in the open fields, they are hardy, and will eafily fup- & 
port the fatigues of a campaign. Whereas, manufacturers, 
mechanics and artifans, being ufed to a fedentary life, their 
conftitutions are lefs ftrong, and, unable to bear the in- 
clemency of the feafons, the firft march in a fhower of rain, 
or in the heat of the fun, lays them up in the hofpital. 


Our Author feems to intereft himfelf in a particular man- , 
ner, in the fupport and encouragement of this ufeful and 
laborious part of mankind. He would have fathers of fami- 
lies among them poflefs {mall portions of land, by a diffolu- 
tion of thofe immenfe fortunes, which tend only to fupport 
a few individuals in extravagance, idlenefs, and infolence, 
at the expence of the labour and abject fervitude of thou- 


fands. 
We fhall clofe this article with an obfervation that he | 
makes on this head, founded on true republican principles ; | 


and which may ferve, at the fame time, to give the reader 
fome idea of the Author’s ftile and manner. 


‘ Les grandes fortunes, dit i/, font dans un etat comme 
un gros chéne au milicu d’un taillis: il ote la nourriture 4 
tout ce qui recoit fon ombre. Otez le gros arbre, tout le 
taillis croit enfemble. Retranchez de la focieté, avec du 
temps et de la patience, ces fortunes opulentes qui anéan- 
tilient, par leur eclat, les maifons les plus anciennes, vous 
otez plus de la moitie de la mifere. L’egalité des habi | 
, plus e. galité des habitans 


qu'il y a entre Jui et ce riche: il n’envie que la fortune de 

fon voifin ; il a les mémes reflources pour y parvenir, cette , 
eipcrance le foutient, il ne’ft point pauvre, parce qu’il ne 
voic pas de riches; il n’a pas les bras caffés par I’ indolence 

de ce voifin puiffant: tout lui donne I’ exemple du travail, 

il fait le fien fans murmurer.’ 


Rey. Jan. 1760. F - Doute ss 


if 
ne laifle point appercevoir 4 ce payfan la diftance immenfe, f 
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Doutes, fur la Differtation de Mr. De Guignes, gui a pour 
titre, Memoire, dans lequel on prouve que les Chinois font une 
Colonie Egyptienne: Par M. Defhauterayes. 8vo. Paris, 
Duchefne, 1759. Or, 


Doubts on the fubject of Mr. De Guigies’s Differtation, con-' 
cerning the Chinefe being an Egyptian Colony. 


HAVING mentioned the defign of Mr. de Guignes’s 
-* memoir, under the article of Mr. Mairan’s letters, ih 
our laft Review,’ we refer the reader to that month, for what 
M. de Guignes has advanced on the fide of the queftion he had 
taken. His prefent antagonift, altho’ he is modeft enough 
to ftile his arguments only dsubts, feems to be no defpicable 
adverfary; but difcovers much knowledge of his fubject, 
and appears in earneft to refcue the Chinefe from the dif- 
grace, which, he feems to think, the memoirs of Mr. Bar- 
thelemew and de Guignes had brought them under. [ could 
not bear to fit ftill, fays he, and hear the Chinefe accufed of 
being ignorant of their own language ; and to fee an occafion 
taken, merely from analyzing three or four characters, to lop 
off above twelve hundred years of their antiquity, and to 
condemn as ufelefs, thofe elaborate performances which have 
been written, pro and con, on the fubject of their Chro- 


nology. 


In the firft place, in oppofiticn to Mr. de Guignes, our 
Author fuppofes, that initead of the Chinefe forming hiero- 
glyphical characters out of alphabetical letters, the ufe of 
thofe charaéters muft have preceded the invention of letters. 
He endeavours to prove, that Mercury, or Ofiris, was the 
mventor of hievoglyphics; and that alphabets were not de- 
vifed till many years: after. ! 


Again, he thinks it ftrange, fuppofing Mr. de Guignes in 
the right, that notrace of the Egyptian language is to be met 
with in any of the Chinefe dialects. 


He queftions alfo, whether Mr. Guignes’s notion of the 
Egyptians having three kinds of writing, as mentioned by 
Porphyry, be juft: taking notice of a different method of 
diftinguifhing them by Clemens Alexandrinus.—We are alfo 
told, Herodotus reckoned but two kinds of writings among 
the Egyptians, the facred and prophane, i. e. the hierogly- 
phical and alphabetical. And hence, indeed, our Author 
takes occafion further to doubt whether the former was, pro- 
perly-fpeaking, a language or method of writing, or not; 
, fuppofing 













































wu |CUW]W i‘ “. 





Montuiy CATALOGUE. 67 


fuppofing their hieroglyphics only to reprefent or characterize 
their feveral Deities. 


With refpect to the refemblance Mr. de Guignes difcover- 
ed between the ancient radical characters of the Chinefe and 
many Phenician letters, the prefent Critic obferves, that fuch 
refemblance is merely imaginary, fince he himfelf can find 
none. Again, in the former Memoir we are told, that the 
names of moft of the ancient Egyptian Kings ended in Phis ; 
whereas Mr. Defhauterayes obferves, there are but nine in 
the liftof thofe Monarchs, whofe names bear that termina- 
tion, while there are more than forty ending in res or ris. 


From the fimilitude obferved between the fymbols to be met 
with in both nations, it is alforemarked, that no inference 
of the one’s being defcended from the other, can be juftly 
drawn; fince it is not very certain, that fuch emblems had 
the fame fignification with both people. 


At the head of the firft dynafty of China is placed the Prince 
Yu, whofe reign is faid to commence about 2207 years 
before Chrift. “The other Princes of that dynafty, following 
the order of their fucceflion, are Ki, Kang, Tchong, &c. 
Now, by the analyfis Mr. de Guignes has made of their 
names, he pretends to have difcovered Menés, Athoés, Dia- 
biés, Pemphos, &c. the names of the firft Kings of Thebes : 
whence he concludes, that the Chinefe, in adopting the cuf- 
toms of the Egyptians, appropriated alfo their annals. 


To all this our Author replies by doubts and fufpicions. 
In the firft place, he thinks it extremely fingular, that thefe 
pretended Evyptianized Chinefe Princes have not retained their 


real names. In the fecond, he queftions if Mr. de Guignes ” 


has really attained a fure method of decyphering thofe 
names ; fince, inftead of Adenés, he fhould have difcovered 
Manouph ; inftead of Athogs, Athjor, or Athfori, &c. accord- 
ing to the true Egyptian Orthography. But we here put an 
end to our account of this Writer’s doubts, as ferving rather 
to create others, and to perplex, than illuftrate the fubject. 


K-n-k 
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the Improvement of the Britifh Colonies in America. By the 
Rev. Mr. Pullein. 8vo. 6d. Millar. 


T is not improbable that this little pamphlet, of eleven pages, 

may be more inftrumental in promoting the interefts of mankind, 
and in particular thofe of the Britifh dominions, than an hundred 
fuch folios as we have fometimes been obliged to perufe: for, asthe 
ingenious Author jultly obferves, if what he has delivered on this 
fubjeé&t fhould anfwer his expeétations, and produce an eafy and ef- 
fectual method of preferving Seed in a vegetative ftate for a length 
of time, fuflicient to tranfport them from the Eaft-Indies to America, 
as we have powlefiions there which take in all the different climates of 
the Eaft, it is very probable, that many of its productions may be raifed 
in Ourown colonies or iflands; fuchas Teas, Spices, and many other 
valuable commodities. 

‘ Such an happy event as this (continues he) would open an eafy 
“commerce between Great Britain and America, in commodities 
‘ which are now procured at the expence of long voyages, and at 
‘ the hazard of gicat dangers. ‘The Brethren of each country would 
‘ then reep the advantages of their fituation, and a Minifter, whofe 
“ couutels have fo well defended the property of the weftern world, 
‘ in a glorious war, would feel the pleafing fenfation of having fe- 
‘ cured, and therefore promoted, the arts of peace.’ 

Mr. Pullein’s {cheme ier thus prei¢rving Seeds, is founded on juf 
principles, and is as follows. 

‘ Kirft, Heat fome water in a {mall tin pannicle, to fuch a degree 
* as will juit keep taliow or bees-wax fluid; let itbe near full of wa- 
‘ ter, fo that it may contain only about a quarter or half an inch 
* thickoefs of melted wax on its furface; fet befide it a {mall veflel 
‘ of cold water; and now to perform the coating, you muft havea 
‘ fmal] pair of plyers, with fharp points turned inward, (they may 
‘ be ealily made of a piece of flrong tin, cut and bended into that 
* form); then take « hazle-nut and fix it between the two points of 
* the plyers, with its {mall or germinating end uppermoit, and when 
* the wax is meltedon the furface of the water, immerge the nut in it 
* with a fudden dip, and then as quickly as you can dip it in the veffel 
* of cold water; thus it will be coated over with wax, without much 
‘ danger of being hurt by the heat, which will not have time to pe- 
* netrate the thell, and the germinating end being uppermoft, will be 
‘ the fhorreit time in the heat. 

‘ Moit large Seeds may be coated in this manner, and even the 
‘ fmaller Seeds, which are contained in dry coriaceous pods, may 
* have the whole pod covered in the fame way, which I imagine will 
‘ be fudicient to preferve them for as long a time as is neceffary ; but 
it fhould be remembered, to let them always have attained a proper 
‘ degree of hardnefs and drynefs before they are coated; for if it is 
‘ done while they are too moift, I conjecture that the too great quan- 
‘ tity of moifture which it confined, might be of differvice. If melt- 
* ed bees-wax is found by experience to be any way hurtful by too 
‘ great heat, then melted tallow may be ufed in its ftead, to which I 
* know no objeQion, but that it may poflibly melt in fome very hot 
* climates 
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climates, if not kept in acool place. But as melted tallow juit ftiffens 
when Farenheit’s thermometer ftands atg7, or with the blood heat, 
and is not melted till the heat is raifed to 110, I think it the beit ma- 
terial, at leaft for fall and tender Seed, and it may be made to bear 
acreater heat without running, by fprinkling powdered chalk over 
the Seed while it is yet fluid on them ; and fo may other mixtures of 
oil and tallow, which would otherwife run with lower degrees of heat. 
‘ The very {mall Seeds, which have thin and tender coats, may be 
preferved, by kneading up a quantity of them into {mall pellets 
with clay, and when the pellets are compleatly dry, coating each 
of them in the fame manner as you did the hazle-nut: orif th 
are Seeds whofe berries are pulpy, they may be managed by firft 
forming them into fmall cakes or pellets, and then coating them 
w.th bees-wax or tallow. 
‘ It it fhould be found expedient to coat any particwar kind of 
Seed, with a material which keeps fluid at any of the interme- 
diate degrees between 97, which is that which keeys tallow fluid, 
and 142, which is that of bees-wax; then a mixture of bees wax 
and tallow, in various proportions, will produce fuch materials, 
Thus, upon trial, I find that equal weights of tallow and bees-wax 
compofe a fubftance which melts about deg. 140, and continues 
fluid to about 1303 and thus, by ftill mixing a greater proportion 
of tallow with the bees-wax, the degree of heat neceflary to keep 
the mixture fluid, will itill grow lower, till at lail it arrives to 97, 
the loweft heat in which tallow continues fluid.’ 
But, continues our Author, ‘ tho’ Plants may have their vegetative 
principle preferved in the manner which I have defcribed, yet there 
is one thing fill to be obferved, and this is, that in any cafe where 
the Seed itfelf is fmeared with tallow or wax, it is neceflary before 
itis fown, to clear it away; for Reaumur obferves, that eges 
which were varnifhed over, would not produce chickens, unlefs the 
varnifh was fcraped off, nor even then, till new pores were opened 
by fuch {craping, to fupply the place of thofe which had been filled 
by the varnith; and, by a parity of reafon, it fecms neceflary, to 
free the Seeds of Plants from every thing that might ftop their pores: 
_and to do this, no more is neceffary than to fcrape the larger Seed 
with a knife, and the {maller kind may be rubbed ina bag with 
foap-water and a little fine fand, in fuch a deeree as their texture 
will bear, till the wax or tallow is cleared away, and free accefs 
given to air and moifture, which, with the addition of heat, are 
the great inftruments of vegetation.’ 

We cannot difmifs this little tra&t without mentioning, farther, two 
or three ingenious hints, which naturally arofe from the fubjeét, and 
which may poflibly lead to improvements of fome coniequence. 

‘ Tallow (fays Mr. Pullein) mixed in diferent proportions with 
any of the more fluid and leaft tenacious oils, wall conftitute mix- 
* tures which will fill keep fluid with lower cegrecs of heat, even 
‘ down to 43, the degree at which oil olive lofes its fluidity. I men- 
‘ uon this, not as properly pertinent to the prefent fubject, (where a 
* degree of heat, much below that of melted tallow, cannot conve- 
* niently be ufed in the hotter climates) but becaufe I think, on this 


F 3 * principlr, 
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¢ principle, there may be conftructed very convenient and chea 
‘ Thermometers for common ufé in hot-houfes, which’ thall only 
© confift of fmail glats vials, containing ditferent Pp: roportions of tal- 
low, and fuch oil as I have mentioned ; | for when the degrees of. 
heat at which the different mixtures continue folid or fluid, tran- 
‘ fparent or opake, are fixed by experiment, then each vial may be 
* made a diftinét thermometer, which will regulate the degrce of 
heat that is known to be moft agreeable to different Piants, in every 
‘ different part of the hot-houte.’ 

Our Botanitt alfo, in mentioning his fufpicion of the inefficacy of 
Linnzus’s method of preferving Seeds in a‘vezctative ftate, by keep- 
ing them cool, by means of ja't, makes a very juft and ingenious 
obfervation. ‘ Could he, indeed, bios xept them cool by this me- 
‘ thod, the thing had been effected ; but he feemed to me to proceed 
‘ entirely upon theory, without experience; for falts do not pro- 
* duce cold but in the a& of folution; and | have not found, that 
‘ any dry falt, which has itood fo long in the as to acquire its 
* temperature of heat, will in the leait de: gree fink the Thermometer 
‘ which ftands in the fame air. This made me fafpedt Linnzus’s me- 
thod when it was firft mentioned ; and wha: 1 have fince tried on 
* falts, ftrenpthens my fafpicion. And here Jet me mention, that 
* though artificial fires will, indeed, heat air in the coldeft climates ; 
yet, ‘to cool fufficient quantities of air for refpiration in hot cli- 
‘ mates, there feems but one method probable, which is to make the 
air defcend flopingly in pipes or channels cur through the bodies of 
‘ hills, and thus convey it into houtes fituated om the fides, or at 
* the Seas of fuch hills. Air, by fuch a paflage, might acquire 
‘ a more temperate degree ; and asit became cooler, would, | be- 
* lieve, fufficiently defcend by its own n weight, or might, at leaft, be 
drawn through in fufficient quantities by a Ventilator; a thin 
which, could it be eafily performed, would be a mot comfortabl 
circumitance in many of our hotter Colonies of America.’ 

This fhort Effay is dedicated to Lord Bute; aid as well merits the 
Patronage of that Nobleman, as the attention of all thofe whofe dif- 
tinguifhe ed character, intereft, or opportunity, may enable them to 
advance the intention of the modeit and ingenious Author. 
K-n-k 
Art. 2. The Partifan : : or the Art of making War in Detach- 
ment. With Plans proper to facil:tate the Underflanding o ne of the 

Several Difpofitions and Movements neceffary to Mrieh roops, 

in order to accomplifh their Marches, Ambufcades, Attacks, and 

Retreats, with Succefs. Tranflated from the French of M. de 

be by an Officer of the Army. 8vo, 3s. 6d. in Boards. 


rifhths, 


Lal 


a 


a 


-~ «A 


a” 


The Reader will find fome account of the original of this work in 
our Review of Foreign Books for September 1759. As to this Eng- 
lifh Partifan, it is already fo univeriaily known and efteemed by the 
Gentlemen of the army, as to render it unneceflary for us to fay any 
thing in its praife: we muft, however, in juftice to the Englith 
Ediuon, obferve, that it is one of the very few Tranflations i into. our 
language, which have improved upon their originals. 
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Art. 3. Tables for Buying and Selling Stocks, from 60, 60}, 

3, 4, Ge. ta 1301. per Cent. Conftrudted on fo eafy a Plan, 
that Solutions to moft.Queftions may be obtained by Infpection 
only, and other Cajes may generally be anfwered by adding toge- 
ther two or three fimple Numbers. Towhich is added, a Table 
foewing the Value of the Parts, or Refiduals, from 19s. 114. 
three Farthings, down to one Farthing. Likewifje, Tables of 
Intereft at 3, 3 and a half, 4 and 5 per Cent. fhewing at one 
View, the Intereft due on India Bonds, Navy, and Vidtualling 
Bills, Fc. in Pounds, Shillings, and Pence, from 10001. ta 
one Shilling, for any Number of Days or Months required. With 
a Lift of the Holidays kept at all the Public Offices, the Days 
and Hours of Transferring Stacks, Sc. By Benjamin Webb, 
Writing Matter and Accomptant, and Matter of the Gram- 
mar-School belonging to the Company of Haberdafhers in 
Bunhill-Row. 12mo. 4s. Brotherton. 


The title of this little volume is fo ample and explicit, that it is 
almoft needlefs to fay any thinz concerning it, except that the Tables 
are correct and ufeful. Tle buying and felling Stocks is become fo 
general a traffic among the moneyed people of this wealthy ifland, 
and their calculations fo nice, that we.are of opinion there are many 
Gentlemen of intrinjic tafte, who will prefer this Author to all the 
books in our language. ‘There is a poffibility of being very rich, 
and, at the fame time, very ignorant, even in matters of calculation ; 
in which cafe, a man is obliged to truft to the reckoning of a Broker, 
who, in the hurry of bufinefs, may eafily miftake afew fourths or 
eighths, to the great prejudice of his Employer. But by the affiftance 
of this excellent book, any man, with very little trouble, will not 
only have a conitant check upon his Merchant, Banker, and Broker, 
but may have the unfpeakable fatisfaction of feeing how much he 
gains by every article of real, or Change-alley, good news; no mat- 
ter which. Serioufly, tho’ the tianfaétions in the public Funds 
may generally be of too great importance, to truft entirely to any 
Tables whatever, yet we make no doubt, but the Gentlemen of the 
Alley, Bankers, and Merchants, will be glad to prove their own cal- 
culations by thefe T'ables. 

The method of applying them is very intelligibly explained by the 
Author in the beginning of the book, and, to prevent impofition, 
he has diftinguifhed every authentic copy with his Sign Manual. As 
to the plan upon which the Tables are conftru€ted, it is a matter of 
no confequence to any of thofe Gentlemen to whom the book will 
be ufeful: that they are correét is all that is required, and that they 
really are fo, we are very confidently affured by the Author, who has 
been at uncommon pains to render them fuch as might fafely be de- 


pended on. 
own 
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Art. 4. An Anfwer to the Letter to Two Great Men, containing 
Remarks and Obfervations on that Piece, and vindicating the 
F 4 Charaéler 
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/ 
Character of a Noble Lord from Inaétivity. $8vo. 6d, 
Henderfon. 


This Anfwerer appears to be aman of more knowlege than judg- 
ment. He is not unprovided with matter, but it is very ill digefted ; 
his arguments being loofe, de‘uitory, and fometimes abfurd. He 
agrees with the Letter-Writer in retaming Canada, with the ifles of 
Cape Breton and St. John, which he thinks ought to be annexed to 
the Crown of Great Britain by A@ of Pailiamnt; but he cannot af- 
fent to the deftiuction cf Louifbourg. 

He then aticmpts to juftify Lord Loudon’s condu& in America: 
and in the next piace proceeds to confider tie Letter Writer’s pro- 
pofal concerning Guadel,upe, Senegal, and G:ree; infifiing ftrongly 
not only for the retention of Guadeloupe, but farther recommending 
the redu@tion of Martinico. “He takes occafion to differ from the 
J.eiter Writer in the opinion, that the Pankruptcy in France hath 
arifen from the German war: on the contrary, he boidly afferts, 
that ‘ fo far from exhaufting their treafure by the German war, they 
‘ have been eniched thereby; anc that Marfhal Richelieu, by the 
‘ fpoils of the country. has paid off the numerous incumberances 
‘ and mortgages upon his eftae.’ ‘That Marfhal Richelieu may have 
grown wealthy by the f{poils of the war, we can reacily believe; but 
that it has contributed to enrich the : rench nation, is what no one, 
we apprehend, will take our Author’s word for. If their treafure 
has been augmented by the German war, it may be atked, by 
what means it has been exhaufled: for certainly the expences of 
their Marine have not been fufficient to drain both their flock in hand, 
and the treafure he fippofes they have accumulated in Germany. 
But our Author does not give himfelt the trouble to enter into par- 
ticulars; he reafons at large ; and like a bold Patriot, tells us in the 
conclufion, ‘ that he is of the number who think, that the Germans 


ought to fight for themfelves.’ R> d 


Art. 5. Some Remarks on the Royal Navy. Yo which are an- 
nexcd, fome fhort but interefting Reficétions on a future Peace. 
8vo. ais. R, Davis. 


“ae 


A new Title-page, to a pamphlet mentioned in our Catal gue for 
Ottober Jaft (Art. 17.), entitled, ¢ some tarther Remarks on Naval 
* Affairs.” ‘Yo this new edition of tle title-nage is added, how- 
ever, a Pof/eript, of 13 pages; containing a number of curfory ob- 
fervations, relating to the ceconomy of our fhipping, and to the 
terms which the Author thinks we ihouid infift on, and abide by, at 
the next treaty fora peace. He is an odd fort of a fanzuiae, pofi- 
tive writer, and ta/ks of many things, without treating of any: 
for, like the a€tive bee, he lights upon a great variety of topics, 
juft touches each, but dwelis upon none; like the fame flighty in- 
fect too, he feems to leave every thing juil as he found it. One paf- 
faze, in his poitfcript, deferves particular notice for its fingularity, 
Jt relates to his Maje#y’s German dominions. After cautioning us 
from acting like Rannibal, who knew how to conquer, but not hqw 
to fecure the fruits of his vidterieg; he advifes, that if Hanover 


fhould 














































PoETICAL. 72 


fhould fall a facrifice to the enemy, to let them keep it, rather than 
give them back any of our American conqueits in exchange ; and to 
recompence his Majefty by giving him Guadaloupe in lieu of the loft 
Eiectorate There, he thinks, his Majefty’s German fubjeéts would 
have much richer lands, and not be fo liable to the incurfions of the 
French, as they are in Hanover. Efpecially as they might always be 
defended by our fleet ;— for it is a part of the Author’s {cheme, to 
keep a fleet of twenty capital fhips, for the defence of our iflands in 
that part of the world.—The facility with which this writer can 
people and unpeople countries, is truly admirable ; and as he is fo 
ready at thefe things, we could with, when his hand is in, he would 
do ‘us the favour to banifh all the inhabitants of Old France, into 
Siberia, or Tartary; that we might be rid of fuch troublefome 
neighbours. + 


Art. 6. Unafwerable Arguments againft a Peace. By a Britifh 
Freeholder. 8vo. 1s. Burd. 


So much prefuimption in a title page, generally forebodes want of 
underftanding in the writer; and, in the prefent cafe, the omen 
does not deceive us. ‘This enthufiaftic zealot does not fcruple to fay, 
that we are decreed to be the Scourge of Heaven, to avenge the 
Caufe of God and all his People. He therefore recommends it to us 
to continue the war, and not to permit the King of Pruffia to be over- 
powered; and as foon as the New Year will permit, to land upon 
Fiance itfelf, with a force fufficient to deftroy that Sodom, whofe un- 
natural dealings with the Inhabitants of the Earth, have provoked 
both God and Man ; and to make France a tributary kingdom, He 
adds, that we aie authorized to put the men to the fword, to make 
their women and children flaves, and their goods and chattels a prey ; 
that we are commanded by the Word of God to give them no quar- 
ter, but to root them out of the earth. In proot of our right to 
exercile all this,barbarity, he quotes a paflage from Scripture, which 
relates to the right of the befiegers over the befieged, where a city 
is taken by ftorm. What a fenfe of Religion muit that man have, 
who would pervert the meaning of Scripture, in fupport of rapine 
and bloodfhed ? As to his arguments, as he is pleafed to itile them, 
they are indeeed wnanfwerable; for aman who has no notion of rea- 


fouing, is not to be anfwered. R. F | 
Art. 7. Liberty and Common Senfe to the People of Ireland 
Greeting. 8vo. 1s. Williams. ‘ 


The late Commotions in Ireland gave birth to this pamphlet, 
which is written with a great deal of affected plainnefs and fimplicity, 


and evidently calculated to influence the common people, We can-- 


not however compliment the ‘writer fo far, as to fay that his argu- 
ments are likely to be perfuafive and convincing to perfons of any 

difcernment. , 
He examines the two. caufes affigned for the late difturbances in 
Ieland. Firft, that a Bill was propofed to be brought for effeging 
an 
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an Union between the two Kingdoms. Secondly, that a Motion 
was atually made in the H of C——— for an 4é, whereby 
the K—s of G—t B n and their M———— thould for ever after 
be empowered to call a P t when they pleafed, and to pro- 
yogue it as long as they pleafed, and to make it as little as they pleaf- 
ed, and fo to annihilate it if they pleafed 

With regard to the firft, E d, he fays, has a'ready expe- 
rienced the confequences of fuch aU—-n. What hath been, might 
be again: and the additional weight of an I -fh P———t thrown 
into the M—ft—I feale, would be fuch as all the patriot fm in Bri- 
tain would never be able to balance. 

With regard to the fecond, he owns that fuch a Motion was made, 
bat that the Gentleman who made it, perceiving it was difagreeaole, 
immediately withdrew it, without putting the quefiion. ‘The Author 
adds, that though he cannot any way wreit the fenic of the motion to 
that fatal import, with which it was faid to be laden, yet he is great- 


ly plraf.d that it did not pais. R A 
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Art. 8. De Natura Mufculoruin Praeleétiones tres, in Theatro 
Collegit Medicorum Londinenfium habite. A ‘THOMA Lau- 
RENCE, M.D. Collegii ejujdem Socio. 8vo, 2s. Whifton. 


Thefe three le€tures on the Nature of the Mufcles, are given in 
confequence of the will of Dr. Croun, who ordered annual lectures 
on the train, Nerves, and fuch fubjects, as thould lead to the dif- 
covery, or illufiration, of the caufes and minner of mufcular mo- 
tion. .The firit le€ture is chicfly employed in defcribing the diftrent 
parts, and the Fibres of Mutcles; and in ditinguiihing the muicular 
fibres, ftriétly fo called, from other animal Fibres, and efpecially 
fiom thofe in the mu/fcular coat of the arteries, as it has been thougnt 
by fome, which Dr. Nicholls firft fuppofed to be digamentous. St 
treats alio of the nature and ufe of the Tendons. 

The fecond leciure is taken up in defcyibing and diftinguithing the 
principal different forms of the Mypfcles, by which they have obtain- 
ed dijicrent epithets, together with their nerves and blood-veficls. 

The.third, in which we might fuppofe the lecturer would endea- 
vour to advance fomething new, on the often attempted, and {till ab- 
ft:ufe fubje& of mufcular motion [a dilcovery of the primary and im- 
miédiate caufe and quomodo of this having been the object of the 
founder} treats of the .action,.or contraction of the Mufcles, with 
the hypothefes of Borelli, Bernoulli, and of the founder himfelf, 
for folving mufcular motion ; the laft of whom his le&turer affirms to 
have firlt effected a material difquifition of this fubject, and particu- 
larly to have eftablifhed an extraordinary derivation of blood into the 
Maufcles, as a circumiftance eflential to their agtion. To thefe fucceed 
the opinion and the experiments of Cowper on this occafiou, which 
Dr. Lawrence fuppofes to have come itill nearer to a difcovery of 
the true caufe of their action. To this notwithftanding, he makes 
feveral phyjiological objetions ; and particularly fuppofes himéeis, 
that the blood does not produce, or concur, to muicular motion by its 
. monieuiuils 
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momentum, or quantity, which Cowper imagined, but rather by its 
Stimulus, which feems Dr. Lawrence’s immeuiate caufe of mufcular 
motion. ‘To this indeed, he fuppofes the nerves to contribute, by 
their action on the blood-veffels of the Mufcles; and by determining 
the impetus and quantity of their Contents, to the moit irritable 
parts ot the Mufcles, as well as by regulating the degree and dura- 
tion of fuch extraordinary accefion of the blood to them. ‘This 
feems to be either allowing the Nerves themfelves, or the power to 
which they are inftrumental, 2 faculty of difcovering ¢e/e moft irritable 
parts of the Mufcles ; which is, what we fhall’ not affume to dif- 
prove, and are not fufficiently informed of to fubfcribe to. Our 
learned le€turer however, proceeds, in fupporting his opinion, to the. 
conclufion of this lecture, where he modelily calls them conjeCtures, 
in which light they alfo appear to us. But though we muit fuppofe, 
the fubitance of what he has faid throughout this performance, whe- 
ther in Anatomy or Phyfics, fufficiently known before to his auditors, 
as aff) iates; it would be unjuft not to obferve, that his threads are 
finely fpun out, in no impure, nor inelegant Latin, into that diffu- 
fion and parade which medical oratory may feem to demand; and 
from which verbofity is not the more likely to bs excluded, when 
there is either nothing, or nothing material, difcovered, K 


Art. g. A fhort Expofition of a fure and eafy Method for pre- 
venting the Communication of the venzreal Diftemper. Ground- 
ed upon the true Nature of that Poifon, and verified by a Series 
of new Experiments and Obfervations ; containing plain In- 
Structions for Men, and,proper Advices in particular, to Wo- 
men, which are neceffary to fecure the Health of both, when- 
ever liable to be infected; and fufficient to eradicate, ina few 


Years, that fatal Diftemper. By O.G. M.D,  1i2mo. 
1s. 6d. Stevens in Pater-nofter-row. 


This little pamphlet on fo modeft and popular a fubjeét, printed 
on a fliect and a half of paper, at the modeit price of eighteen- 
pence, isa grave and formal puff of a prefervative Pomatum for 
Men at 3s. and of the Cleanier for Women at 6s. to be had at 
fome medicinal warehoufe, which is fituated, with great judgment, 
very near Covent.Garden, and to which an advertifement will dire& 
its purchafers. The Pomatum~is acknowledged to be a mercurial, 
though the exaét preparation muft be a fecret of courfe: and the 
Cleanfer for the injection of falt-water is fome kind of Syringe, 
There is little doubt but any weak mercurial ointment, or probably 
a little fweet oil, might prove as effectual a prefervative on fuch oc- 
cafions. Had the pamphlet been quite anonymous, we could not 
reafonably fuppofe any Surgeon, would have been ingrateful or im- 
prudent enough to attempt the utter annihilation of the Company’s 
bet Friend. ‘The writer therefore, who profeffes the moft extenfive 
philanthropy, chufes rather to afflume the hufk of an experienced and 
namelefs Phyiician, who has difcovered the exquifite morality of be- 
ing very commodious to the fexes in their humbleft amours, by fe- 
curing 
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curing them from the ill. confequence of any coftee-houfe, or peri- 
patetic 2 idventure. Neither can we fuppofe that fo confcientious an 
adept, would recommend and inforce thefe prefervatives, as he has 
done, w ithout fome perfonal and domeftic inftances in each fex, 
which he candidly acknowleges, faying in lis preface, p.iv. ‘ That 
* be has made Aimfelf Jure by the fucce(s it has had for years in pri- 
€ vate, that they (the Pomatum, &c.) are the eafieft and the furef 
¢ that can be made ufe of, &c.? Nor can we doubt of the farther 
extent and quanti ty of his Experience, v when he afiures us, Pref, 
p- iii. iv. * He thought it worth the employment of his whole 
* time, to difcover exactly the nature of that infection ; the different 
¢ degrees of its virulency ; and the direét manner of its communica- 
« tion from one to another :’—which lait circumftance mult have been 
a mott curicus fpeculation in very natural philofophy indeed; and 
wh.ch we are appreheniive his readers muft ment in lieu of the 
new experiments and obfervations, he had promifed in the title-page, 
but happened to forget in his tiny book. Bur, perhaps to obviate. 
this omiffion, he tells us, © Whoever fhall defire a further knowlege 
* of the principles on which this is grounded, | fhall refer him to a 
* treatife that wili hereafter be publithed on the theory of the various 
* catching diftempers,’ &c. &c. Hence we find the prefent eighteen 
penny ‘orth j is to prepare the way for another, and probably to leffen 
sthe expence of advertifing it. Indced, upon a thorough contempla- 
tion of this fingular produétion, m all its ‘circumftanc es, the fubjeé, 
the price, the ftile, though affecting a difguife, the emphatical and 
taking title-page, and its fuperfatation, with a fublequent pamphlet 
on a topic as Curious as that of Impotence, or Sterility, we can enter- 
tain little doubt but Dr. O.G. may figni fy Dr. et m Gath:rum, 
or Omuiun: Generum; a very Proteus ot a Writer, whom we have 
had occafion both to commend and to rally, under different appeila- 
tious, and on very different fubjects, in the progrefs of our literary 


aunals K 
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Art. 10. aoe S: ubfcripti on Soldier, in Imitation of the Sixteenth 
Satire of “Juvenal., ato. 6d. Rots. 


This is nct the wort Imitation of the fevere and fatirical Juvenat. 
Abfiracted, however, fromits merit, as an imitation, this little poem 
prefents no indifferent foecimen of the Authot’s abilities of expref- 
fion and verfification. The tollowing lines, addrefed to the Regulars 
of our ftanding army, may ferve to ; thew our Poet’s opinion of the 
Militia {cheme ; and alfo ihe defign of this littie piece, 


Let other eyes with facinated view 

The poor Militia’s «/ele/s charms purfue, 

Me know far better fhie!ds j—the Herd difdain, 
Back to the'r homes cifpel the adje:? train ; 
Alas, difus’d to War’s tremendous ten W, 

{heir fouls will never dare to meet a foe; 
‘Their country’s call but whiftles to the winds, 

- And a dead /ne-cure the Surgeon finds. 
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Ev'n from their breaft the clownith ruft to fhake 
Their leffons from our Warriors’ felves they take; 
Loud ftamp in hob-nail’d fhoes, with mimic might, 
And fummon’d to the left hand, feek the right: 
While the bold Regulars their itandards rear 

In well-form’d troops beneath Germania’s air. 
Ne’er from Britannia’s bounds thefe Heroes roam, 
Till /ately but on Sabbaths doom’d from home. 
Well, well ye know them; with fuperior {mile 
Ye fee their marches, and deride their t vil : 

Dare they th’ affront return, their rage ye drown 
With one grim look, and blaft them with a frowns 
While through each rank the fcoffing taunts ye fhow’r, 


And pity Britain arm’d with fuch a pow’r. K 1 
—n-k 4 


! Art. 11. The Retrofpeét: Or a View of Things paft. By Mr. 
Thomas Morey. Folio. rs. Cabe., 


Celebrates the late Succefles of Britannia; and tells a great 
deal about Jove, and Nerrune, and Crio, and Fame’s Trumpet; 
but it is dithcult to guefs what the honeft Bard would be at,—faither 
than that he appears, upon the whole, to mean fomething in honour | 
of Great Britain: for which his country is doubtlefs obliged to him, 3 
whatever may be the cafe with refpect to his Readers. 4 


RELIGIOUS. 
Art. 12. 4 Letter to the Rev. Mr. Fames Fordyce, and the 


Gentlemen of Carter-Lane Adeeting, concerning the Choice of a 
Minifier of that Congregation. By a Proteftant Diffenter. 
8vo. 6d. Griffiths. 


This Letter-Writer appears to be animated with a laudable zeal 
for the intereits of religious liberty, and to be, indeed, a rational 
and confiltent Diffenter. He treats Mr. Fordjce’s character with 
due refpect, and, at the fame time, with great freedom. After 
giving a fhort but clear view of thofe principles, upon which a fepa- 
ration from the eftablifhment of any country can be juftly defended ; 
he fhews, that Mr. Fordyce’s education and principles are fuch, as 
render him a very improper advocate for fuch a feparation. And in- 
| deed, as far as we are able to judge of the fubjeét of the Letter, it 
jeems ftrangely inconfiftent for any perfon, who has fubfcribed the 
articles of the Scotch Confeflion of Faith, and muft, confequently, 
be fuppofed to believe them, to offer himfelf in the charaéter of.a 
Miniter to a Difienting Congregation, which has a very different : 
creed. Our Letter-writer fhews this inconfiftency very clearly, and 
expreffes himfelf with great force and fpirit. He tranfcribes a few 
of thofe curious articles of faith, to which Mr. Fordyce has given 
his afient, that the Gentlemen of Carter-Lane may know in what 
manner they may expect to be inftruéted by him; and concludes his 
Letter with a hort bat fenfible and f{pirited Addrefs to thofe Gentie- 
men, which we fhall infart as a fpecimen of his file and manner : 

* Gentlemen, 
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MonTHLY CATALOGUE. 


“ Gentlemen, 
‘ Give me leave to remind you who are concerned in the ap. 
proaching election, and who are yet undetermined in your opini- 
ons, that you ftand accountable for that facred inheritance of free- 
dom, delivered to you from your fathers ; that the diflenting inte- 
reft is indebted to you for the largeft contributions for its {upport ; 
and that as you itand in a more confpicuous point of view, your 
behaviour will be critically canvaffed by your enemies, who will 
rejoice to find any inconfiitency in your principles and proceed- 
ings. 
¢ Your example will be followed by other focieties, whofe zeal in 
their protcflion will either be animated by your fteadinefs, or 
damped by your inftability. Reflect upon the difcouragements 
which you will give to thofe, who renouncing all the profits and 
preferments of conformity, willingly embarked in the caufe of 
liberty. What a flrong temptation will it be to them to temporize, 
to violate their confciencés, to look upon all integrity as a fuper- 
ttitious {cruple, when they fee a conformilt to a national religion 
placed at the head of men who renounce all ecclefiaftical impofi- 
tion! Thiik ucon the benefits which have arifen to the world, to 
knowledge, to the caufe of virtue, to civil and religious liberty, 
by agenerous oppofition to all errors, by whatever title they are 
recommended, and under whatever fanétions they have appeared. 
You have read the fentiments here quoted, and you are capable of 
judging whether a believer of them can edify you, or an unbe- 
liever can honeitly declare his aflenttothem. You will not, I 
ain perfuaded, be dazzled by the moft popular abilities, nor al- 
lured by intereit or friendfhip, to favour an election, which at pre- 
fent overturns every laudable motive of your difleation from efta- 
blifhments. Do not deprive yourfelves of one reafon for frequenting 
your religious afiembiies, I mean, the defire of encouraging thofe 
whofe confciences cannot furmount the obftacles of infincerity, 
proftitution, and perjury, which ooftruét their advancement. 
Confider how you will hereafter anfwer it to yourfelves, if, through 
your countenance, the diffenting intereft fhould be committed to 
the hands of thofe whoie folemn fub{cription, and acknowle 
duty, will oblige them to ‘betray, or at leaft coldly defend it. 
Befides, are you fure that your choice may not hereafter be drawn 
into precedent, and be followed by other congregations in future 
times, till our pulpits are filled by men of a new order; and thus 
will the original intention of the funds, eftablifhed for the educa- 
tion of minilters in England of your own profeffion, be entirely 
defeated 
‘ I need not remind you of the neceffity of a fuitable harmony 
between the fentiments of a Paftor and his Audience; nor need [ 
caution you againit paying too much attention to the fpecious arts 
of addre‘;, to the neglect of the more calm and ferious methods 
of edification. [have opened my thoughts to you on this occa- 
fion with the greater fiecdom, becaufe i know they were many of 
them the fentiments of your late worthy paftor *, confirmed by his 
Jatt addrefs to you. ‘I’his confideration induces me to hope you 
‘ will 
* See Review, Vol. XX. p. 94. 
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¢ will not think what I have faid altogether unworthy your notice. 
« Excufe me in attempting to excite you to give the molt amiable 
‘ proof of your gratitude to his memory ; for if he retains any re- 
« memberance of the paft, and any fenfe of your prefent ‘fituation, 
it will be fome addition to his felicity to think, that thofe impref- 
fions of truth and piety he made in you are indelible. In a word, 
that he ftill can affiit in your worthip, that he lives in your mind:, 
and that his exhortations are regarded, though his perfon be no 


more.” RO 


Art. 13. A Paraphraftical Expofition of the fifteenth Chapter of 
the firft Epifile of St. Paul to the Corinthians, with fome ecri- 
tical Notes. By William Greenwood, D. D. 4to. 1s. 
Dod. 


In this Paraphrafe, which is a very copious one, the Author in- 
cludes feveral other paffages of Scripture which relate to the fame 
fubjeéts, in order to lay before the reader, the full {cope of St. 
Paul’s reafoning, and by-a variety of expreflion, more clearly ex- 
p'ain thofe truths which he has comprehended in afew words. ‘There 
are very few notes; and though the Author tells us, in his preface, 
that he has fome uncommon remarks to offer upon fome particular 
points, which, he flatters himfeif, will open the Apoftle’s meaning 
to a clearer view, than hath’been hitherto done, we meet with no- 
thing new, that is very material. ‘lhere are two remarks, indeed, 
which we find in Dr. Doddridge’s notes upon the feventh verfe of 
this fifteenth Chapter, and which the Dottor acknowledges were fug- 
geited to him by a friend. Thefe remarks, with fome litle addition, 
are inferted in this performance, and our Author acquaints us that he 
was the Friend who communicated them to Dr. Doduridge. RK 


Art.14. 4 Letter to the Reverend Samuel Chandler, D. D. 
concerning the Chriftian Deétrine of Future Punifbment. By 
Samuel Bourn. 8vo. 6d. Griffiths. 


Mr. Boura is of opinion, that the final punifhment threatened to 
wicked men in the New Teftament, is an utter extinction of Being. 
Di Chandler, on the other hand, we are told in this letter, has pub- 
licly afferted, that the do€trine of annihilation is utterly incenfittent 
with the Chriftian fcheme. Now the defign of this letter is to invite 
the Doétor toa friendly difcuffion of the fubdjeé& ; an invitation, which 
we fincerely wifh he may comply with. The fubject is, undoubtedly, 
of great-importance ; the character of the Deity, and the honour of 
Chriftianity are deeply concerned in it ; and fuch difquifitions, if car- 
ried on with candor and moderation, will do honour to thofe who are 
engaged in them, on which fide foever the victory may be found. 
If the final punifhtment threatened to the impenitent in the New 
Teftament, is an endlefs prefervation in a ftate off mifery and torment, 
we cannot help thinking, with Mr. Bourn, that this is a’ ftionger ob- 
jection to Chriitianity, ee all its adverfaries have yet been able to 


produce. : 
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I. LISHA’s Vifit to Gilgal, and bis beal:ng the Pot cf Pottage, 
fymbollically explained: pieached before the Warden and 
College 
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College of All-Sditeee; in the Univerfity of Oxford, on Friday the 
fecond ‘of November, 1759. Being the Anniverfary of the Foun- 
der’s Comniemoration. ‘6d. Rivington and FletcHer, = #- = 

To whom We are indebted for this Sermon, we'know not. The 
Preacher, we are told in an advertifement, had no hand in its publica: 
tion; it having been fent to the prefs entirely without his knowledge, 
The difcourfe, Aemcetn is a very ingeniousone, and, what is unufual 
in compofitions of this kind, there is a fpirit of chearfulnefi and good- 
humour in it, very {uitable to the feitivity of the occafion on which it 
was preached.—Our Author takes occafion to point out the diforders 
commonly incidental to Collegiate Bodies from the following words: 
2 Kingsiv. 38. dnd Elifoa came again toGilgal, and therewasa 
Dearth in the Land; and the Sons of the Prophets were fitting before 
him: And he faid unto his Servant, Jet on the great Pot, and feeth 
Pottage for the Sons of the Prophets. He makes a few obfervations 
on the literal and hittorical fenie of this account,, and then proceeds 
to give us what he is willing to imagine, is the general defign of fuch 
a fymbolical reprefentation. 

2. The Comfort and Eftablifpment of Saints, God's own Work, and 
the fervent Wijh of Gofpel Miniflers ; — to the Society who fupport 
the Wedneldey. Evening Leéture in Great. Eaft-Cheap, Dec. 275 
i759. By John Stevens. Od. Keith. 

Se at the opening of the Chapel of the Lying-Inn 
Flofpital, Dublin. By the late Rev. John Lawfon*, D, D. Senior 
Fellow of Trinity-College, Dublin. Od. Williams. 





TaHanksGtvinG SERMONS continued: Vide our Lift for laf Month, 

15. The joyful Sacrifice of a Prifperous Nation : — at the Meeting- 
Houte near the Maze-Pond, Southwark. By Benj. Wallin. 6d. 
Keith,> &c. 

16, God the Giver of Vidory: —at Biddeford, Devon. By Sam 
Lavington. 6d. Buckland. 

iz. the Reafonabienefs, Picafure, and Benefit of National Thank} 
giving : — at ipf{wich, Suffolk; by ‘Thomas Scott. 6d. Longman. 

tS. ———— before the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, &c. of London; 
by james Townley, M.A. Rector of St. Bennet, Grace-Church- 
otreet, &c,. Od. Field, &e. ~ can 

1g. ——-— Anonymous. Od. - Dadfley. 

20. God's Blejiny on a People’s jujt Endeavours to, affif? themfelves , 
in Lime of Danger :— at Writtle in Effex; by J. Heath, A. B. late 
Fellaw of New College, Oxon. 6d. Shuckburgh. 

21. ——-— before the Houfe of Lords, in Dublin; by George 
Lord Archbihhop of Armagh, and Primate of all Ireland. 6¢ 
johniton. 

* Anthor of Leftures concerning Oratory ;—fee Review for January, 1759. 


a « Mr..Guy’s Remonftrance came too late for the prefent month ; ,he may 
. depend on receiving the fatisfaétion i.e requires: but this muft be deferred uatil 
our'‘next publication, 


ERR AT A. in our Laft. 
Page 46>, line 5. for Particle a, where, &c. read Particle a, or the where, &e. 
P. qt, t. ult. for Arf, r. lof. 
0 Be 543; for cxtradinary, r. extraordinary, | y 








